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; 4 ſport Bee on Truth. 
II. A Miſcellaneous Poem concerning 0 his 


ce .ternal decrees, 8 
II. On the dey of judgment: 


| Tv. AS pecimen, of the Confeſſion 2 Faith of 
the ay of Scotland in verſe. = 


„ of a paraphraſe on the book of Ecclyf 


aſes. 


YL of the Song of Solomon. 


THE 


PREFACE. 


NTELL1GENT- reader, the following compoſitions 
1 being my firſt performance of the kind, and hav- 
ing never read any thing concerning the art of En- 
glich poetry, I can plead no other excuſe than my 
Ignorance for the many defects, which, to thy dif- 
cerning talents, may in them perhaps appear. But 


Serious, tho? leſs intelligent, reader; however de- 


ſective they may be as to form or elegancy of ſtile, if 
thou be as much edified by comparing them with the 
texts whence the ſubjects were taken, as my ſunk 
e were revived by the compoſition, I can aſſure 
thee thy time and pains wilt be amply rewarded. 
Such as they are, they were the fruits of ſome la- 


| bonr and ſtudy, undertaken at firſt with no other view 


but to employ my ſpare hours otherwiſe than in be- 
ing at leiſure continually. to pore upon ſome gloomy 
thoughts, which were forcibly intruding themſelves, 
and importunately craving an aſſent to arraign the 


courſe of God's holy providence. at the bar of my 


own carnal ſenſe and reafon, for the ſeeming counte- 
nance it appeared, for a conſiderable time, to have 
given to the arbitrary and oppreſlive meaſures taken 
by an humorovs and potent faQion, whereby they 
got me adjudged; not only utterly unqualified to 


teach a ſchool within the bounds of a very "extenſive 


preſbytery, but alſo guilty of ſuch irregular and un- 
ſuitable praRices, that it would have been a reproach, 
and diſgrace; yea, have done the greateſt harm to 
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. the interelt of religion, if i had been allowed to en · 
joy the offices of precentor, or ſeſſion clerk in any 


civilized country or pariſh, 

But ſerious reader, if thy own unbiaſſed con- 
ſcience can bear witneſs againſt the crimes laid to thy 
charge; be not too much caſt down; for by patient- 

waiting on God's time, thy innocence, in the uſe 
of lawful means, will be cleared up. 

To the commendation of the equity of all Leung 
providence 1 publiſh it; of this i in my own circum» 


| ſtances, I have had uncommon experience. For 


Though loaded with the infamy and reproach as 


above mentipned, and the ſame, ad perpetuam rel 


memoriam, recorded in eccleſiaſtick regiſters, 1 was 
thruſt out of my office, and my room tor the ſpace 


' Of three years filled up with another; tho” during 
that period before. the court of ſellion, whither 1 
had applied for redreſs, I met with the keeneit op- 


poſition by a ringleader of the faction in name of all 
the heritars and inhabitants of the pariſh; and, thus 
though 1 had no feaſible proſpedt of ever drawing the. 
legal ſalary, or getting the aſperſions thrown upon 
wy. charaQer wiped off, I kept up a ſeparate ſchool, 
and notwithſtanding the many grievous inſults I ſuf- 
fered on that account, and the ugjuſtifiable methods 
were uſed. to diminiſh the number of my ſcholars, 1 
continued to teach until the honourable court, be · 
yond the power of intereſt or faction, was pleaſed to 
paſs two conſecutive ſentences in my fayours, where - 
by my opponents were at length pleaſed to yield the. 
falary ; and, in lieu thereof, to betake themſelves | 
to the ſorr; ſhift of mendicating contributions from 

houſe i houie, among their own favourites; and 
ſuch of my well wiſhers too as they could. prevail 
with, in order either to implement the conditions 


1 of their paction with their interim Schoolmaſter, or 
ta defray their Charges | in the Plea. | 


Thus 


* N 


E 
WW 
Thus ſerious reader, you ſee, notwithſtanding the 

low paſs I was reduced to, bow tar kind providence ' 

at laſt interpoſed; and' as, 3 the preſſure af 
thele troubles, my being employed in theſe compoſi 
tions was in a great meaſure the happy mean of pre- 


venting my diiponding, 1 hope the peruſal of them © 


may in ſome meaſure alſo be uſeful to thee, if ever 
it ſhall be thy lot to be tryſted with any diſcouraging 
diſpenſation in the courſe of God's providence to- 
wards thee,” And thus the apoſtle enjoineth all to be 
aſſiſting one to another, 1 Pet. iv. 10, 11. For 
Though in ourſun thine of proſperity, from the 
influence of a Chriſtian education, and a fuperficial 
ſpeculative notion. of things, we have no great diffi- 
culty in giving our affent to the holy ſcriptores in 
general, as the- only rule of faith and manners, yet 
to attain ſuch an acquaintance therewith as is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for diſcerning the intrmſic beauties 
and ſpirituality thereof, and to give our affent there · 
to, merely from a principle of conſcience; is a mat- 
ter of greager difficulty and importance than the ge- 
nerality of profeſſors are aware of; and their being 
at ſo very little pains to attain ſuch an acquaintance 
therewith, is a principle cauſe Why ſo very many in 
ſifting times make ſhip-wreck of a flaming profeſſion. 
But to break off k | 
Although hymns and poetical compoſitions on por- 
tions of holy ſcripture have been often enjoined and 
commended by perſons eminent for knowlege and 
Piety, as having greater tendency to work up the 
mind to a devout and ſpiritual frame than proſe; fo 


far as I know, none hath hitherto appeared, either 


on the Confeſſion of Faith, or the book of Ecclefi- 
aſtes. | | | 

The Confeſſion of Faith, being a ſummary of all: 
that is requiſite to be believed, or practiſed by Chri- 
ſtians, cannot be too often or carefully enough per- 
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The book of Eccleſiaſtes contains a full deſeriptĩ- 

on of the vanity of all ſublunary things, together 

with a collection of the moſt noble and ſublime ſay- 

ings, all tending to raiſe the mind above the world, 

and the alluring blandiſhments thereof, when they 
interfere with the purſuit of ſuch real and laſting 
happineſs as the ſoul may ſafely reſt in; and which, 
when all other tranſitory vanities ſhall have for ever 
fled away, it will find a portion in every reſpect ade- 
quate to the boundleſs deſires of its ſpiritual frame 
and conſtitution. 

As tor the Song of Solomon, it contains a deſcrip» 
tion of the mutual love that ſubſiſts between Chriſt 
and his church ; and wherein Solomon, after he had 
given full ſcope to all his youthful follies, now come 
to a perſect knowlege of the vanity of the world, full 
of the joys of the Holy Ghoſt, and raviſhed with the 
love of Chriſt, prophetically deſcribes his incarnati- 
on, the converſion of the Gentiles, &c. as alſo 

In this divine Song perſonating the church, or the 
pions ſoul tranſported with a ſenſe of redeeming love, 
he in the firſt place ſets forth the Redeemer's intrin- 
fic beauty and excellencies by ſuch metaphors as are 
molt agreeable to, and make the greateſt impreſſion 
upon the carnal ſenſes: and in the ſecond place, ſteer- 
ing the ſame courſe, he ſets forth the beauties of the 
pious ſou], the ſpiritual bride, captivated with the 
love of her heavenly Bridegroom, and how, beyond 
all poſſibility of expreſſion, they are reciprocally en- 
amoured with each other is moſt emphatically de- 
jcribed, chap. iv. 7. and v. 16. 


1 


To every verſe of this ſublime ſpiritual Song I pro- 

poſe to annex annotations, taken fromthe beſt eſteem- 

ed commentators, of what ſeems to be the moſt ge- 

nuine meaning of many obſcure things therein con- 

tained, deſigned only for ſuch as have neither time 

to read, nor ſuch kaowlege as cap form a judgment 
N con- 


L wi 
| — the different opinions of expoſitors on this 
wonderful poem. 

To the compoſition on Eccleſiaſtes, I alſo propoſe 
to annex annotations in proſe, together with the ſen- 
timents of ſome other commentators, differing in o- 
pinion from thoſe 1 have already followed. 

Theſe with the Confeſſion of Faith in metre, I in- 
tended at firſt to have publiſhed along with the fol- 
| lowing poems, but in conſideration the expence of 
printing runs very high; and as the ſale might not 
perhaps make a return of coſt, eſpecially as they 


were to have only the name of an inconſiderable au- 
thor prefixt, was afraid to ſend them abroad at a ven- 


ture. 0 ' 

But if, after the ſpecimens are peruſed by people 
of taſte, I find my deſign generally approven, it ſhall 
(God willipg) be accompliſhed with all convenient 
diſpatch, | 
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USE,  condeſcend | _ ' 
Truth to commend z 
It is a pleaſant theme: 
Along with God, 
'Th' expreſſion? s odd, 
It reverence doth claim, 
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55 Qinteſſeenee ſure 


Of eſſence pure 2 
And origin divine 0 

A jewel rare 

Beyond compare 

N beauty it doth dine 
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4 ruby „ * 
Deem'd ev'ry where 3. P 
Of glorious renown 
With love and peace 
Sweet ſmiling grace 


I it's votaries doth crown; . 
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19 ] 
ot God molt high | 
Who cannot lie 85 0 | b 
A ſpecial attribute; i 
Who it gain-ftands 
With tongue or hands, _ 
His conſcience mult be mute. 
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By all profeſt 
The only beſt 
Link in ſociety, 
Which if we break 
All goes to wreck, 
And lawleſs anarchy. 


For ſelfiſh views 
It to abuſe, 
| Or dreſs in fox's ſkin, 
? 'Tis ſacrilege ; | 1 
For ſure a drudge | 
* Twas never meant for ſnnn 


Dark nature's law ; 
| | | Moſt men doth drr, | 
Fr This jewel to revere; FERRY 
And whoſo fails; N 
Even infidels 1 
Commerce with ſuch forbear. 


Blind Pagan-Torks 
„With lighted durks, 
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This gem ſo ſeldom wound, 
They others blame, 
Tea twit with ſhame 


nn 


Their by- word ſee; 
Not Chriflians, we 

Lies utterly abhor ; 8 
We Turks by name 
All ſuch diſclaim 8 

As thus increaſe their boss. 


With envy franght 

What evil aught 

Could maa then firſt decoy 
To vilipend 

This gem, or blind 

It with his baſe alloy ? 


In FOE to God g 6s £4 
The firſt inroad, | | NY 
By the apeftate prod. 
On its empire 
Was made; hell's fre. 

. lies man thus repan d. 


| 1 curſt; Bo 
Yet Chriſtians a | 

This jewel to belie 
With de'i/; conſpire, - 
Them tho' heaven's ire „ 
- Should blaſt eternally ! | 


- +4456 Mt 1 
And ſure God's curſe, 
Without remorſe, | 
To hell's dark dungeon low 3 
Baſe liars all 
Thus blaſted ſhall 
Wah blow ! 


Here judges all, 
Both great and ſmall 
God's vice-gerents who be 
On earth indeed 
This curſe ſhould dread, 2 
Who act not faithfully, En. Bf 
For wache jul cavſe, 9 
But wreſting laws 
Or from their bars 
With bloody ſcars 
W wal tage to wn watt 


It packing; | 8 
For ſome ſelf egd,  _ "i [; 
By double perjury, - | | 
And conſcience broad, | | "_ 

Their oaths to God — . 
Who thus da fallify ; LY | 


roint! where | ?. at large 
Their ſacred charge 
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Thus baſely proſtitute, 
To God and man | 


Arch traitors, can 
Their doom but be acute? 


O' er God's own laws 
Or his truth's cauſe 
Wc thus doth tyrannize, 
In days of old 
Truth's vouchers bold 
His doom up preaching ſees*. 


Henceforth deſeat, 
May every faction be 
As onward goes 
Truth to oppoſe, 
By lordly tyrrany. 


Thus then at laſt, ; 
Tho' dying faſt, - 
It would find a reprieve 
And from its ſhrouds 
Among great crouds  *. 
hee ſtalking ſeen alive. 
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1 Wo unto them chat decree unrighteous decrees, 
and that write prievouſneſs which they have pre- 
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With noble grace”... '- F. 
In all their comely Phy, 
It flutt' ring round 
Would thus be found; 
Twin' d each in other's arms, 
Down from the hills . 
As pleaſant rills, 
With influences benign 
Through vallies low . 
Do purling go; g 
And richly n to foring, F 
Down "I the Fay * 
Praud's fire to quench, 4 
May ſuch ſtrong influence 73 I 
Hence forward flow ; 5 ö b 


And onward go, 
In ſireams for wrath defence, 


522 n * 


= 
— 1 
3 Las > * Cy * 


4 4 Mi — Poem concerning 600 his. War, 


decrees of Election and Ab b the holy Tri- 
nity and Providence &c. 


H O' nature's light up God doth preach, * 
And his works wonderful all teach, 
Man knowlege of his being, d yet 
To his ſalvation they are not, ; 
Guides adequate; © who this attains, 
Recourſe muſt have to nobler means: 


* 
WW” * 


8 
» . 
1 
2 . 2 * 


3 5 y 
- 5 
4 Py v4 a 
* LC >. ph 85 
2 "mh _— ——— — — 
* * - \ _ 


+ 


1 Means 
? Pſa), ix. 1. d Rom, i, I2, * 1 Cor. li. 14. 


8 . 
W LE LM 
> vs -> 3 * 2 — 2 * * L . * 4 


* 44. hs 


* 
2 8 
w 
+ 1 
" 
4x1 7 
# : ; 
- 
. * ' 
Ay 
oi = 
N & w#? 
* 
' = , 
ag att, | ae 
— CEE * * 
4 


e 
Means, which to heathens were deny'd, 
| In nature's ſecrets when they pry'd, 0 
And ſtricteſt paths of virtue trod, : 
Thus purpoſing to ſerve its God. * 
Thus tho! their ignorance a tear 
From all the Chriſtian name who bear, | 
_ Of ſympathy may jultly claim ; 
vet lamentable, Chriſtian ſhame ! 
Blind honeſt Pagans many ways, 
Out · ſnine ſome Chriſtians now a-days ; i 
For to the light which they enjoy, 
Moſt living up, do well employ - © 
Their nat'ral powers t obte mperate 
The doctrine of their ſages; that 
Bright model of morality (, 
With us for Chriſtianity > g 
Too much in vogue d; faye fab'Jous TOR 
How ſimilar now oft's the dition 
Ot teachers fam'd for their harangues | 
On moral virtue, to the tongues 
Fo 3 * Of Seneca and Cicero, p 
Even to their pulpits when they go? 
At the old Do's now ſapleſs dug? 
We like proud hirelings toughly tug. „ 
Whence vital moiſture no man draws, 
- VUnqualify'd with ſweeter ſauce x. 
And yet withal well ſeaſon'd thus, 
Our doing here much Froh us 1; 


i Mar, r. 2. 14, 12. * Rom. x. 4. ! Tit. Vi. 
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They hurl'd were all in their own 3 


8 1 


But mingled with that idol e 


It i is at beſt rank deviliſh pelf; 

Worſe than that ſaperſtition wild m. 

Th' apoſtle of the Gentiles ſtil d 
Impugn'd, to make blind heathens know 

The virtue of this ſeafon'd do a. 


: Thus in his profound diction cramp 


Milton aim'd to light our lamp, 


| Was not at Pagan f&tions Grange, 


When he hell's legions up did range 

In rank and file through heaven's wide verge; 
With blazon'd ſhields new from the forge 

Of Lucifer's proud frothy brain, 

Led on to bght with might and main 

For heaven's empire, till down at length 


Who heavenly happinels aſſect, 

Or means the ſame t obtain neglect, 
As if their Surety had done all, 
Their ſchemes, like his, abortive ſhall 


| Juſtly (although the words be ſaell) 


With him; ere long, them land in hell; 
A place void of alli happineſs 

But longer thus not to. digreſs ; 

'Tho' nature's/light up God doth. preach; 
His knowlege is beyond the reach 

Of nature's power: ih extaſie 


- Zophar's probe to job we ſee 9. 


* Canſt thou by ſearching find out God 
or to perfeQioh high tlie road ? 


| © Root, v. 13. 14. * Ac xvii. 23. * job xi, 5+ 
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The knowlege of his eſſence pure _ To 
| Hid with himſelf ſhall Rill endure, | 
Here reader pauſs——., Think what is God 14 | | X 
Nay, thought recoils to ſhift the load: * ä 
Screw up thy thought—— ! than twas before ä 
The wonder ſwells ſtill more and more! | 
Great thing of things —— ! What muſt he be? 
O thought profound! Immenſity 3 
Where thought is loſlt———! This knowlege high ! 
The more tis ſought——! From us doth fly. RES 
An argument that finite we Re, 
Shall ne'er trace out in finity v p. 
Preſumptive then beyond e 
All curious ſearch let us ſorbear: 19 
A check to this, as well became, : g 
Once given was by great I A M 
Whom, or his purpoſes to ſcan, - 
Surpaſſeth far thy ſkill, O man. 
Nay even his works, all wonderful, 
To ſcan non · plus thy outmoſt ſkill. 
Vour ſouls but take, a ſpecimen n 
Of his works all, ye ſons of nen 
Of ſenſe who boaſt; if theſe withal 
1 Their various modes of thought appal, 
Tuour ſenſe profound; what muſt God be „ 


: But all ere 18 | Ne 
» 9 The 


Prov. xxx. ir. 4 "nou " 8 


TY God himſelf being abſolute perfe&tion, or even 
| perſeckon in the abſtrad, is the ſole author of all the 
ſeveral degrees _"_ among the creatures. 


s t 17 

The thker of your ſouls and ſenſe | 

Muſt needs be all omnipotence ; 

The fountain pure of knowlege too 

Which ſaving is: therefore learn you 

The madneſs of their notions odd, TI 

Blaſphemouſly who do explode | 

His purpoſes reveal'd ; nay dare WF 

Preſumptuonſly even at their bar, | 

The great almighty to arraign, ©. 

When they in curſt cabals combine; 

Thus arguing, of every ſect A 

% We ſav'd ſhall be who are elet; * 

Live as we lift, no matter how, 

t Election ſaves ; tho! good we do, 

« If reprobates we damn'd mult be ; | 

N Ham- rung we are in God's decree # 

From running ſo as he commands: 

* To bid man do what he withſtands; 

© Damn for impoſſibilities: 

The greateſt is of ertieltics | 1e» 

But inconſiſtent with our God * ' 
This docrrine wild let all explode. | 


r Jude 19, 15. Deut. zxxii. 4, 5. 6. Exck, Wii | 


x1, and xviii. 29, 3G. 


* The high myſtery of predeſtination, being a 
-depth even beyond the comprehenſion of the great 
poly apoſtle of the Gentiles, as appears froth Rom: 


- 30. ought not to be div'd into, but with the 


A humility, profoundeſt reverence, holy admi 
tion, and cordial approbation of whatever the Ho- 

ly Ghoſt, or God by his 12288 * been pleas d to 
threal relative chercto. « 


"4 


— ' * 


* . 


«4 n 5 - o 1 
a 2 Fe 2. ** * _ * | 
« g * * * 


„ has cri if 16 1 a 


. 
1 
©S 
: 2 
. & 
s 


* 2 yy 
e 


— 1 


LEES SS; 


= 
PI ISO 
- 88 


Wy 
24 7 
as 


m_ 
WF x 4 
= *. oo 


- . . 
— 


r 11 n 
8 " F. 


R 


a. U 4 42 born 1 «> 
ate FAY Hts * 


r 
rr 


#4 
1 2 


PO 


N 9 "ate - 1 . 1 +” 8 
——— IF 


— 
2 


| n 
For hark ye, thus who God impeach 4 
Of crnelty, his ſcriptures teach 
That they to work blaſphemous go, 
And would do beſt in time to know 
That they againſt the boſſes thick 
Of his ſtrong buckler raſhly kick i, 


„„ 
To the ele& indeed God's decree of election afford} 


matter of the higheſt praiſe, and warmeſt gratitude. 


to their kind, bountiful, and diſintereſted benefaQor, 
in conſideration that he, without any thing fore · ſeen 
in them moving him thereto, according to the un- 
ſearchable counſel of his own holy and free will, 
whereby he extendeth or withholdeth mercy as he 
pleaſeth, was from all eternity graciouſly pleaſed to 
ordain to ſingle them out from among the ſelf ruined 
maſs of fallen men; and in his own time effectually 
to call and enable them to believe in Chriſt as the 
bleſt means, alſo ordained by him, for their eſeap · 
ing eternal damnation, which as the juſt demerit of 
their ſin they had equally incur'd with reprobates, 
and for enſuring unto them everlaſting ſalvation, not- 
_ withſtanding of their manifold flips and ſhort - com- 
ings in duty, of the diſcouraging confſicts they may 
. meet with in their Chriſtian courſe heavenward, But 
On the other hard, God's decree of reprobation, 
or his immutable purpoſe of paſſing by, and leaving 
2 certain definite number of men to perifh eternally 
in their fins, being a doctrine ſo very ſhocking to fleſh 


und blood, and difficult to reconcile to carnal ſenſe 
and reaſon; or as ſome ſay too, ſovery inconſiſtent, 


with the ideas we ought to enterfain concerning God's 


infinite mercy and goodneſs, hath been productive 


of much diſputation among the learned; and tend- 
eth rather to perplex, than edify weak * 


\ 
AP % 898 IP p my gm &s a 


oo I tw 1 
Which them may to damnation cruſk, 
Who wilfully thus on it ruſti u. 

God's will reyeal'd is here a law 

Whereof we all ſhould ſtand in awe * 


v Ia, xxviii, 23. Jer. xili. 16. ifa. vill. 22, 
For as in the ſcriptures our duty is laid before us ig. 
the cleareſt manner; aſſiſtance promiſed in the 
- ſtrongeſt terms to all who ſincerely ſet about the per- 
formance thereof; and the gratuitous reward of e- 


ternal life annexed as a motive in order thereto; it 


muſt needs be allawed by all who are ĩimpreſt with 2 
belief of God's veracity, of his abſolute pawer and 
authority over the works of his own hands; or of 
the ineſtimable value of their ſouls everlaſting ſalva - 
tion, that it is much more their intereſt, even at a 
venture, to comply with the rules he hath been gras 
ciouſly pleas'd to preſcribe in the goſpel, than curi- 
ouſly to pry into, or preſumptuouſty to find fault 
with his eternal ſcheme of things; for as the apoſtle 
well obſerves Rom. xi. 33. who then knew the 
s mind af the Lord; who then was his counſelor ?*? 
In the 8th of the Romans, where this doctrine of re- 
probation, or rejection, is handled at greater length 
than any where elſe in all the ſacred oracles, the in- 
ſpir'd apoſtle foreſeeing what harſh reception it would 
meet with from the world, and what perverſe dif- 
putings by ren of corrupt minds (ſporting them- 
ſelves, as it is 2 Pet. ih. 13. With their own deceiv- 
ings) ſhould ariſe from the train of arguments he 
makes uſe for eſtabliſhing it; he, in the 14 and 15 
verſes, as it were, anticipates all their blaſphemous 
objections, and then hy the queſtion propoſed verſe 
20, in name and authority of his great Lord and. 
maſter impoſes filence on all ſuch heayen-daring 
Wesch a might preſume to arraign the glorious | 
12 5 8 | . 
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Into his fecret will who pry, + 
Their contempt of this aw deſcry ? 
This law at firlt a promiſe. gave 
Moſt abſolute that wan {ſhould have, 
Life triple for obedience. os ng? 


A great, yea gracious, recompenſe 


| Jehovah at the bar of their own ſhallow biaſed 00 
prebenſions for any, either of his eternal tranſactions, 
or the diſpenſations of his holy providence in makin 
them effectual for ſerving the purpoſes of his ad 
holy, free, and independent will. 

Nay but O man aubo art thou that replieſt againſt 
Cod ? &c. dar eſt thou, as in verſe 14, ſo much as pre- 
ſume to open thy mouth in accuſing chy Maker of 
unrighieouſneſs, or partiality, on account of his e- 
lecting or rejecting à part of the workmanſhip of his 
Hands? ſhall the potter, a poor mechanis, without 
being accovntable to his pots, have a liberty of diſ- 
poſing of his clay to ſuch honourable or diſhonour- 
able 'purpoſes as he pleaſes; or (might he have 
faid,) ſhall all mankind have a liberty of electing the 
objects of their loves without being deemed guilty of 
any unjuſtice done to ſuch of their fellow creatures as 
their inclinations lead them not to fix their affection 
vpon, and ſhall not the great Creator of all things, 
without thy grudges, be allowed the ſame privilege 
among the creatures of his own making? Or 

As in verſe 16, dareſt thou preſumo to charge the 
the almighty with cruelty, for declaring his juſt bat- 
red and indignation againſt fin, and his fixt purpoſe , 
of 8 Be caaſgteſſrs 28 if his will 

in 

Deut. xxix. 29. 2 Gal. ii, 12. 3 Gen. ir. 17. | 
where death being threatned for diſobedience, a. pro- 


mile of life temporal Po and. * is iwpleg 
for obedience, a 


% 


FE AF] 
For homage due paid to his Lord 3 
And much more fo, as he had ſtor d 
Him with power and ability 


It to perform molt perfectiß ). 


* Eccl. vii. 29. 


| in rejecting them had, laid them under a neceſlity of 


E ? to this blaſphemous and heaven daring ob- 
ection, the apoſtle verſe 22 returns anſwer on God's 
half. What if God willing ? &. as if be had faid ; 


God having made man at firſt ater his own image, 


endued with a freedom of will to continue in a ſtate 


© of innocence, or not, as he pleaſed ; tho man by his 


wilful apoſtacy effaced that image; and thereby, 
having loſt his freedom any longer to will what is 
ſpiritually good, laid bimſelf under a neceſſity of ſin- 
ing; bath God from theſe conſiderations, (who, 
tho? he foreſaw man's fall, was under no obligations 
to prevent it) forteited his inherent right to inffict the 
deſerved puniſhment, for the vindication of his bro- 
ken law, on the veſſels of wrath (by their own ſinful 
courſes) fitted for deſtruction? again as in verſe 18, 

tho' God hath declared he will have mercy on whom 


be will have mercy ; who art thou 0 man that re- 


lieſt againſt thy Maker from that conſideration, or 
pea a grudge againſt the objects of his mercy on 
account of their being ſo happy as to become his pe- 
culiar favourites? Are not acts of mercy and com- 


paſſion the ſpecial provinces even of earthly kings. 


Was Pharaoh's pardoning his Butler any injury done 
his Baker? Was Ahaſuerus's delighting to honour 
Mordecai, any injury done wicked Haman ? If there- 


fore, for the illuſtration of their ſhort liv'd fading 
| glory, earthly crowned heads have a liberty of dit- 


penſing with the rigour of their laws, and of vouch- - 
fafog a free pardon to their guilty criminals br 
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When man did wilfully ineur 


His death denounc'd, did he demur 


At God's decrees? Nay; he anon 
Fled ſelf condemn'd, when from his throne 


means of their own contriying ; how infinitely more 
reaſonable is it to allow the great King of kings the 
ſame privilege ? Thou therefore Q preſumptuous man 
who preſumes to bear a grudge againſt the living God 
for any of his proceedings; or againſt the objects of 
his compaſſion, on acconat of their being ſuch; be 
afraid; it is a fearful thing thus to incur his dif, 
teaſure, and a very confiderable brangh of the un- 


Pardonable fin againſt his holy Spirit, If envy a- 


gainſt God's ſovereignty forg'd theſe everlaſting 
chains whereby even angels are kept under darkneſs 
to the judgment of the great day; if Haman's invi-⸗ 
dious heart for entertaining a gradge againſt. an 


_ earthly king's favourite brought him ſuddenly to a 
miſerable end, how 


diſmal beyond all expreſſion muſt 
thy end be? % =, 
Upon the whole; God's decree of reprobation, or 
the methods of his providence, in effecting it, being a 
ſubje& beyond the reach of human enquiry, no man 
ought to concern himſelf farther there with than in 
guarding againſt what may ſeem to be genuine ſymp- 


. toms thereof in himſelf : ſuch as his reſting ſatisfied . 


with an external profcſſion ; his long continuance 
under the means of grace without a ſenſible reforma- 


tion of life according to the rules of the goſpel ; his 


reſting ſatisfied without a ſaving knowlege of Chriſt, 
or a true taſte ſor the precious truths he hath reveal- 
ed; his being at no pains in uſing the means pre- 
ſcrib'd for acquiring ſuch a knowlege and taſte ; al- 


lowing days, weeks, months, yea, perhaps years, to paſs 
over without ſomuch as ever bowing a knee in prayer 


f 23 1) 
Indulgent God deign'd to deſcend, 
(As inſpir'd Moſes well hath penn'd ») 
Full fraught with grace, him to implead 
At conſcience bar. Raſh man take heed 
Guilt here cauſe of damnation ſee ©; 
The blame caſt not on God's decree, 
Thy fed'ral head who fully knew 
His law, thence no excuſes drew; 
This law written on his heart 
No ſuch curs'd knowlege did impart : 
At moſt, when drench'd in guilty ſhame; 
He on his God aſquint the blame 
Of his raſh deed through Eve did caſt 4; 
Amazing while, but thus agaſt 
In expeQation of his doom, | 
Immediate death, even inthe bloom 
And dawn of life cot off to be, 
God merciful, an agent free ©, 
Of his rich grace a glimpſe did give f, 
Whereby all thoſe who ſhould believe 
In his own way might ſaved be &; 
His charter thus for heaven have we, 


d Gen. iii, 8. © Rom. zi. 22. © Gen, iii. 12. 


8 Mat. xx. 15. © Gen, iii. 15. Acts itt, 38, 39. 


to God on account of his being deſtitute of the qua” 
lifcations peculiar to the regenerate. Theſe and 
ſuch other like marks, tho' they be not infallible 
ſigns of a perſon's being rejected of God, are not - 
withſtanding featſul evidences that he who made 
him will never have mercy upon him; the very 


thoughts whereof might preach up terror to all who - 


make no conſcience in on the means of 
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In uſe of means preſcrib'd let all h, | 
Then be afſur'd that they from thrall, 
Through faith upon this promis'd grace 
Shall ſav'd be in any caſe i. 
God's ſov'reign power and goodneſs thus 
In his works all appear tous *. 
Through each whereof may we be oft | 
Then ſoaring to him aloft | 08 
On contemplation's lucid wing l, | 
With grateful hearts dye praiſes ſing u, 
Submiſſive to his boundleſs ſway, + 
Who is our Potter, we the elay 


VVV 


b Acts xvi. 31. 2 Pet. i. 5, 6, 7, 8. i Rom. viii 
1. 1 Cor. I. 9, 16, 11.  * Rom. . 3% 
i Pſal. cxi. 2, 3. and gxliüi. 5. m Pfal, cxlv. 1, 
2» 3. | p „ 
grace, eſpecially on that ſacred portion of their time 
which God in a particular manner bath conſecrated 
for that very purpoſe ; which, notwithſtanding, ma- 
ny, contrary to their light, ſacrilegiouſly proſtitute 
to ſuch carnal and worldly ends as, without repent- 

_ ance, ſhall in a ſhort time be one of the bittereſt in- 
gredients in the cup of God's wrath, when to their 
lamentable experience they ſhall be made to feel the 
reality of that denunciation fully verified in their own 
conſcience, Mat. xi. 21. Wo unto thee Chorazin, 
vo unto thee Bethſaida : for if the mighty works 

© which were done in you, had been done in Tyre 
and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in 

- © ſackcloth and aſhes.” Rp | 

Let none therefore harping on nature's ſtrings, 
any longer impertinently thus argue, to what pur 
' poſe ſhall reprobates attend on means of grace &c. For, 
whoever from ſuch à conſideration caſts himſelf * 


we gg a+ woe fog! > api. min es yet WO mp Meir ad bet lent tend Ah” 6 


E? 2 
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Whereof ſome veſſels he to wrath; ' 

In praiſe of glorious juſtice, hath 

For fin ordain'd a., Who this deems odd, 

Muſt needs conclude, he's ſov'reign God. 

Whoſe ways myſterious in the plan 

of providence. profound none can é | 
Here comprehend o; but ere long \ 
The ſubject of a triumphant ſong 

Of heavenly praiſe eternally OE. 

His ways all intricate ſhall be _ 
But chiefly that great matchleſs one; 
Jeſus's incarnation, 175 : 


0 Rom. ix. 1 Rom. ix, 20. '» Luke 1 Xiil, 25 
4 Rev. xv. 3. 4. 

of the common rode to ſalvation, what can be ex- 
pect but that the a/mizhty ſhould ſy anien to his vo- 
luntary choice of walking in the broad way that 
leadeth to damnation, Alb mankind in proportion th 
their natural capacities, who have acceſs to hear the 
poſpel preached,” may have their minds eqvally en- 
lightened as to the theory or contemplation of the. 
truths therein revealed; and having all the ſame 
power of will before regeneration to perform the 
—_ diſcipline tberein enjoined, what excuſe can 
be pled for thoſe who inſtead of employing, them- 
ſelves in ſuch duties as are by God preſcribed as means 
for furthering their converſion : not only neglect 
theſe duties altogether, but give Poſe reins to their. 
carnal inclinations in the commi of ſuch Vices as 
have a direct tendency to obſtruct the fame. 2 Pet. 
i. 10. we are enjoin d te give all diligence in mak- 
ing our calling and election fure, 2 Cor. ili. 5, we 
are commanded to examine ourſelves whether we be 
in the faith, to prove. ourſelves, to know gurſelves, 


* F D how 


And union of eb 3 
Sublimeſt of all myſtery .*. - | 
A myſtery grand it muſt needs be Ce ich 
Three perſons in ane Deity, _ 
Whoſe hypoſtaſis? lay conceal'd: 7 
Till God them to his babes reveal'd v. 
Tho' Arians wild and Quakers err, 
Who this a Paradot aver; | 
Yet that there's a plurality 
Appears even from-analogy; 
«© The father firſt, almighty come 
«© In order not of time defign'd, 
% From all eternity begot 
His word, his wiſdom, or his thought ©; 
« Hence the conceivengent of his mind 
% May well be his own. Son: defin'd ; | 
The virtue; power, from both auguſt - 
« Which breathes * * Ghoſt U. 


r- Rev, v. 9 2 Cor. 13, ta. Luke x, 21, 22. 
© x Cor, il. 9, 8. and Prov. viii.-22 to 31. *: Luke 
i. 35. John xv. 26; and xx. 22. = 
How that Jeſus Chriſt is in us, except we be vepro- 
bates. But 

How is all this to be done? Not by a prepoſterous 
enquiry into the infinite depth of God's eternal pur- 
| concerning us; but by a retrograde reckoning 

we muſt trace the current of all our actions to the 
Fountain head whence they flow. For good works 
performed in obedience to God's command with an 
_ earneſt deſire of advancing bis glory in thefalvation 
of our own and other's ſouls have their ſource and 
ring from a true faith, without which it is ĩtnpoſſi · 
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| In God but one theſe perſons three 


Diſtinguiſh'd are by prapecty &, 

And reſpeRively every one 
Concur'd in the firſt creation; 

By nature's light darkly eſpy d. 

In creation thus examplif x6. 
* Th' almighty mind the purpoſe high 
* Miſdom his Son contriving by ? 


* Of nothing-reard this globe of duſt 7 


*« By their joint power, the Holy Gua. 

With creatures then of various mould 

Repleniſh'd it ; but ene hö ſhould 

O'er them bear rule yet lacking was, 

And who might actively his praiſe, 

In all theſe works moſt wonderful, 

Reſound according to his wilL 

Lo then the holy three a plan | 

In council fix'd bow to make man , | 
* pfal. fi. . John i 14. Gal. iv. 6, 7 Prov. v. 

27; as N nthing. # Pfal. xx&iii, 6. 

Sen. i. 26. 

thing that is pleaſing unto him, Jer. xziv. 7, 1 Cor. 

2, 31. Heb. xi. 6. Rom v. . Again "£3 xo 
This faith, which always worketh by love, is a 

never failing evidence of our effectua calling, James 


4. 26. Gal. v. 5,6. Acts xxvi. 18. And then laſtly, 


this our effectual calling may be ſafely reſted upon as 
an infallible proof of our eternal election in Chriſt Je- 
ſus, Rom. vii. 30. 2 Theſ. ii. x3. 14. Therefore, 
Good works in g without the foreſaid limita- 
tions (fuch works, 4 mean, as for the matter of 
them may be things commanded of God, and of 


| 12 ] 

But here ſhines revelation bright 

Ol divine truths with heavenly li ight, 
Which unto poor — % 
Philoſophy could never ſcan: 
How Satan lately heaven expell'd, 
For deviliſh pride unparallet'd, Hel 
Boil'd with fierce rage that a new race 


Should dignify'd his vacant place 
There occupy ; how he 8 

In one to ruin all mankind, 

God of his end to diſappoint b b; 

| Blaſphemous thought! incontinent] 
Exulting when he fancied ' 

His deviliſh ſcheme accompliſhed TH 


His venom rank, frſt fruitr of. hell, 

Recoil'd and on | his own 5 fell en 
as 
d Gen, xx. | © Gen, iii. 14. 

great ent to the doer and others) being the only 

remote evidence any perſon can have, while in 

unconverted ſtate, 51 ſo much as a bare a7 Bel 

of their being included Song, the number of God's 

choſen ; : And, 


As we are aſſured from kept that the pigiſh- 
ment of the wicked in hell will be in proportion to 


their evil works, it muſt of neceſſity follow that it is 
the unſpeakable intereſt of all mankind without di- 
ſtinction to praRtiſe the former as well as refrain from 
the latter; and that even reprobates, who have ac- 
+  - cels0 hear the oſpel, are under infinite obligations 
to the almi obty for the moral diſcipline there enjoin - 
ed if they mall but exert their natural powers in liv- 
ing up chereto; which if they do not, they may be 
aflyr'd their eternal puniſhment {hall be meaſured out 
| 25 in | Mat, xi. 22, 24. Luke x x, 47» 48. 
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As the reſult of heaven's fix d las 
Subſervient his malice was 
In compaſſing the glorious end 2 
Whereby Zehovah did intend 
Preſumptuous Adam, ſelf undone, 
By Jeſus free redemption J. 
(To Lucifer proud prince of hell 
A malice mortifying knell) 
Th' eternal evord"s thus promiſed 
Incarnate to bruiſe Satan' s head ©; 
A myſtery grand of ſoy'reign orace | 
Which to explain, — words have no place: 
Wbereat even angels ſtood amaz d, 8 | 
Yea ſunk in holy wonder gaz'd 8 i 
Diſintereſted tho* they were, by 'v 
What heavenly melody was there, 0 4 
All cen'tring in their Maker's praiſe, | 1 
When this bleſt ancient of days 4 
A babe i in years they did proclaim 8 7 | 

| Vato the ſhepherds thus by name. 8 
* Behold to you (you man !) they fay 2 
„We joyful ne vs do bring to day $5.0 4 
For unto you man, ſelf for-lorn, 7 
« This day a Saviour is horn; | 
% Even Chrift the Lord! to God glory ; 
0 And praiſes i in the higheſt be; tz) 
«© Yea on the earth let peace be 1 

5 Oe nd towards you mankind good-will NP 


1 2 Tim. 1. 9. © Gen. in. 977 f Rom. xi, 33, 
's 1 Pet. i. 12. Luke ii. ws 8 : 
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Thus © blind Jews an goſpel free 


Compar'd with your own r fv 
Now to the full accompliſhed 


7 + : 


What long before was publiſhed 
To you while in captivity, 


Reduc'd by a proud enemy l. 


. - "Your evangelic Prophet bold. 


Who that captivity foretold &, 

This Saviour dear preach'd ug by name, 
Whom thus the angels did 8 | 
Ves his conception, birth „ | 

His pedogree l, and eternal - 
Exiſtence ®, Tho' ne beauty ye: 

When he ee in him did ſee ; 
But againſt him heart malice ſerem d 
Vp to the height, yen hands imþbry's 

In his ſoul cleanſing ſacred blood, 
While lamb like he moſt harmleſs ood. 


*Mong you, his raging enemies 


Who with bis tortyras glut yaur b 


Yea ſupplicate a weighty laad,. 

The blood of this atprael:Gads 

On your, and childrens Read to he 9 . 
To which, oh now, for erg e333 
And as he then his Father pray d 

You to forgive v, p, be not afraid 

But that you will acceptance find, Ws 
It thus TI SPORTY. 3 Him 


A Ferav. 12. * ia. Nair. 6, 3. 1 Ifa. vii. 14. 
with xi. 1. Ser. * lIſa. ix. 6, dre 
XIVUL, 25. Luke xxlit, 34+ h 


Za 
Him to embrace. Now clearly ſex 
Your father's Prophet Zachary, 
Them importun'd to ſing aloud 
Hoſanna with chat aumerons.crouf 
To this ſame meek and lowly M. 
When to their city he riding 
In humble triumph deign'd to peſky. 
Tho? King of glory, on an aſi 41 ; 
O Jews, curs'd infidelity | 9 * 
In time ſhake off, why ſhould ye die © g dt 
O near four thouſand years ago 2 
Your patriarch's propheſy look to 
See ever ſince his: Sab nme 
Your ſceptre, city, ani your fame 
Have bury'd been: no coaleſce 
With Gentiles all, the root of Jets? 5 
Who for their compleat Saviour: hold | 
As to you likewiſe was foretold*, 
Tho long forſaken ye have been, 
And vagabond- like ſtrolling cen 
The earth throughout, thus if ye do . 
And turn their Saviour unto; DG | 
- Your comfort ſv, (but deign to look} 
Your prophets this left in record, 
Inſpir'd by Jacob's mighty Lord u. 
Yelieving Gentiles, tho” theſe _ 
As * our Saviour refule, | 


* —— — 


Deſpiſo 


Tech. ix. 9. Mat. xxi. g. and 9. r Beek. ift. 
Bo 4 Gen. kx. 2% Ia. zi. 1% u I. IX. 3. 
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1 "RPA 
Deſpiſe them not , but for them pray ' 
As they for you did in their day, __ 
While ye to them but aliens were 
And ſtrangers to their heavenly fare . 
Tho' they the Lord of glory flew, 
As thus falvation came to you, . 
Mere gratitude ſhould you conſtrain 
To with them gath'red in again “. N 
From their great fall a leſſon take n 
How ye may al! their ſins forſake, | 
Leſt ye ſhould read, incontinent 
Your own in ſuch like puniſhment: , 
Vaunt not of your bare Chriſtian name 8 
Which fooliſhly too many dream 
Will waft them ſafe to heaven anon 
Without Chriſt thinking much upon © 
Jews ſelfiſh by their pedegree * - 
Thus as God's fav'rites boaſting fee Þ, 
Which yet as nothing them avail'd, 
When unrepenting, ſin prevail'd. 
For Jeſus here to diſanul 
God's law came not, but to fulfil ©; 
So that we Chriſtians all ſhould Ls 
Sin puniſhment muſt undergo 3 
For tho? ity killing power be dead 
Thro' Chriſt our covenanted head d; 


th 


\ IV. 


e Rom. xi. 19, 18. * Song n 8. ? Rom. ni. 
11. 23» 24+, Rev. lit, 36, * Mat. ili. 9, 10. » 


John vin. 82. at, 53 1 Rom. X. 4+ 4 an 


6. 3 viii. 8. 
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Its reigning power mult puniſh'd be 

E ven in ovrfelves'*, Hence often we 

Difaſters range do undergo t 

With various toffings to and fro 

From wicked men RufF'd with envy, 

Yea devils too maliciouſly, 

By God impower'd 8, our faith to tr}; 

And fins demetit to deſety. 

Reliever know but for thy well 

Thus Satan's chain onty thy heel 

To bruiſe ſhall reach Þ, Self ruined n 

Whereas in juſtice God thy head, 

Like his, for ever might have crull'd 

When thou on thy datnnation ruſh'd 

By eating the forbidden tree. 

Aſpiring like thy God to be 

To merit life here tho' thou fail'd, 

And likewife too thy own death ſeal'd; 

Mercy, God's darling atttibute, 

Triumphing o'er juſtice to impute 

Chrilt's righteouſneſs was freely pleas d. 

Whereby ſtern jultice is appeas'd ; 

To heaven's bleſs thus aſtertain'd 

Thy tittle is, and God thy friend i! 

Thy friend in every drurtiblie cafe 

Thee from all evils toteleaſe &. : Wo 
R | | Tho 

| © Lam, iti, 30. f Mic. vil. 9. Pfal. larxix, gt. 

$2. 1 Sam. xvi, 1x. Job. ii. 6. d 2 Kings xix. f. 


28. Heb. xii, 11. + fa, liv. 5, 16. Heb. viii, 12. 
® Rom, Vit. 33; 34. . 
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Tho' envy with corroſive teeth | 
Should gnaw thee long, he'll ſend relief bs 
Tbo' livid malice on thee ſpue | 
* Floods of reproach, as God is true 


Tho' earth and hell gainſt thee combine, | 40 
Kept by this powerful friend of thine, a «6 
Their vomit at the utmoſt ſtretch 10 


No farther than thy heel (hall reach A. 
Spurn not then at croſs providence, 
On thy faſt friend with confidence 
Rely : thee ſurely from thy foes. 

He will reſcue a, from preſent woes 
Thy future joys: * will extradt o, 

Vet nothing from thee will 0 

In point of debt; that thy debts all 
When Chriſt the vinegar and gall. - 
of Father's wrath for thee did drink 
. Were fully pay'd, believing think v, 
10 | In contemplation of which grace 


From grateful praiſes never ceaſe : . 
With his own ſervant thus accord, , 
« Sing O ye heavens, for the Lord. 

« Himſelf of man's ſalvation, 

«© The great and glorious work hath done; 

_ || « Shout O ye lower parts of eartd, 

« His praiſe proclaim: with your laſt breath,z 

N. «« Break forth ye mountains high and ſing FF: 
The Sl of this glorious Regs : | 


* 0 


1 Eſther v. 11, and 13. vii. 10. W AQs. _ 
: 12, 24, 31. 1 Sam. xxv, 29. * Pal. lvi. 9. Heb; 
xii. 11. * Heb. x, * 2 Ia; xliv. 23. 


g 38 8 | 

10 o ſorreſta fing and all ye tregs b 2 
« Which therein be; of all d 
Let his own works due praiſe proclaim 
« Unto the great almighty name i 
i Of that great Lord who Jacob hath 

% Redeem'd from ſin death hell and wrath, 
« And deign'd himſelf to glorify 

In his own Iſra'l gloriouſſy 

Thus mingling grace with praiſe 

Thy talents here, then ſhall much joy 

To thee reſult from God 's decrees, 
Which only ſerve as golden keys ? 

To lock thee up ſafe from thy foes 

With hatred wild who thee oppoſe e, 8 

And to enſure the recompenſe 

Of thy reward when thou go'ſt hence t. t 
Reward ! of debt? no, but of grace u, 

For good works thus muſt claim no place“ x. 
And yet withal as earneſtly 

Thou ſtill muſt work as if thereby 
Salvation was enſyr'd to thee ! 33 . 
But working thus deny d muſt be 

Aſmuch unto thy good works all 

Ay if thou didſt not work at all *, 


64. 


The law rejecting curſed fchems Aka 


of Anti-nomians diſclaim, 
With plans of Popiſh merit wild 


Whereby even thouſands are beguil'd. 


E 2 Deteſt 


7 Eph. i. 4, 5. * Ifa, xli 10, 11, 12, * Heb, 
xi, 26. * Job xxxv. J. Ezek xxxvi, 32. Rom. 
iv. 4, 5. Mat. xx. 1 2, 15. ? 1 Cor. xy. 58. Tit. i, 
9. Kom. iti. 20. Luke xvii, 10, 


1 

Deteſt their damn'd congruities® We 
With all their curſt condignities t, 
For precious Chriſt's thus vilify'd,' 
Rob'd of his glory and bely'd: *. 
The glorious gotpel's golden plan 3 
Who'ſtill abetts; be thou the man, $6 
While theſe deluded erawling worms, 
Potſherds of earth to human forms 

*Bove reptiles' rais'd by God, employ 

His gifts their own ſouls to deſtroy d. 
Impung no ſacred truths reveal d 

Which Jeſus with his heart blood ſeal d 
With God's moſt wiſe oeconomie 

In heaven above, o'er land and ſea, 

Reſt ſatisfy'd, elſe thoul't perplex 
Thyſelf in vain, yea grieve and vex 

His holy Spi'rit ©; continually 

Whoſe difberifations all agree 

Working together for good to 8 f 
All who him love, and this love ſhow 

By works of love; for love alone 


The: Chriſtian badge pd true  roych Rone | 
8 John v. 10. \ 2 Pet. u. 1 Eph, iv. 30. 


0 By merit of congruity, as the Papits affirm, un- 


regenerate perſons deſerve or merit ſome kind of re- 
ward from Gog in ſo far as their works are agreeable 
ro his law, © 


7 By merit of condignity, they alſo affirm that 
the works of the regenerate, which follow juſtificati - 
on, deſerve eternal life from their own intrinſic 
worth and proportionableneſs to the reward, and not 
irom the impuration of Chriſt's 4 rightcoplncls, N 


6 37 1 
Is of an active ſaving faith 4 
On him who his own merit hath 
Our ladder fixt © wherein to climb 
From earth to heayen in holy trim 
Even the imputed holy dreſs 
f his own ſpatleſs righteouſneſs : 
1 o which if we for ſafety fly 
With ſpeedy flight aloft, and try, 
Like him who had the wither'd hand, 
(And on decrees not poring land t) | 
The hand of faith here ta ſtretch out, * 
As eagerly, we need not doubt, 
But that as to the wither'd clay, 
Io it ſo will he ſtrength coavey 
In his own time ſo tar t' extend 
As to obtain its gracious end, 
Our precious ſouls ſalvation, & 
By taking faſt hold him upon h 
Thus then if we our Chriſtian race 5 
With patience run, hoping thro”. grace 
That we at length the glorious 'prize 
Will freely win !; and with faith's eyes 
1 The goſpel plan out fully trace 
| And there fee douhts of every caſe 
Not only ſolv'd U; but maladies - 


1 Moſt deſperate of all degrees 

1 Gave final incredulity | 

| Which damning is I) cur'd thoroughly 
1 : CD WR al ct as 8 gin 
i- 6 
IG | 4 Gal. v. 6, © Gen, xxviii. 12. f Acds viii. 22. 
ok, 23. 1 Pet. i. 9. * Mark x. 28, 29. i Rom. 


i. 23, 4, 5. * 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. John iii. 18. 
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Sincerely ta obey the la, 
Then goſpel grace will ſweetly raw ; 
Law threats again en goſpel terms 
For refuge ſend t' Imtanovel's arms. 
Thus law well ſerves to probe and panſe | 
our feſt'ring wounds v, and to enhance | 
Our ſureties value ill the more Þ : | 
V hile ſteering to bleſt onder ore 
(Immanuel's coaſt) through ſtorms of life 4, 
And raging ſeas of bluſteriny firife - 
*T wixt ſp'rit and fleſh, our deaitty bane * 
Which oft blows ſuch an hurricane = 
By Satan rais'd in whirling blaſts 5 
As us mongſt rocks and ſhatlows cats, 
Wich brine drencht limber Naggimg fails ®, * 
Till heaven's ſweets, freſh, more powerful gots 
Thele raging jempeſts connterblow A 
And maugre hell ſafe waft ug to 
Its everlaſting peaceful climes 7; 
Where when carried, in joyful hymns | 
God's righteouſneſs we ſhall extol 
In his works all. ſeeing the whole 
Webs by him warpt eternally | 
Now wrought out well * ; reſpe&vely x 
Whoſe threads unerring wiſdom ſpan 
W bich from th eternal wheek fo ran 
That. 


Tit. i. 11, 12. Gal. iii. 24: ; Ros. nit, 
20. and vii, J. d Rom. wi, ag 5 John ib 33. 
T Rom. vu. 23. 2 Cor. xi, 7. 2 Sam. xi. 14. 
* 2 Sam. xii. 7, 11, 12. Rom. vii. 24, * 2 Cor. 


ri. 9. r * Rev. zu. 3, 4. 


1 » ] 
That all their paper time and pare, 
Held to compleat the web of grace. 
O depth of deeps * ! ſhatl mortal ws 
Immortal made then fathom thee, 
With all the links in providence ? 
O glorious proſpect, joys inmenſe { 
Whereon here ſeriouſly to think = 
Muſt needs down all in wonder fink | 
Do thrones, dominions, ſtately towers: - 
And fading pomp of earthly powers 
With dazzling wonder ftrike the eye, 
What muſt we think when by and by 
We glorify' d for ever hall | 
Admitted be in heaven to dwell 
Eternal wanders to behold 
Which mortal tongues cannot unfojd *, 
Wheels within wheels which duly ran 
Here to compleat the glorious plam 
Of providence in general & 
Their Primum mobile withal®' 
Seen with the mtetleQuateye'© 
Wrapt up in his own majeſty ; 
His glorious holy throne withal, 
The holieſt: of bolles all, 
Whence uncreated holy bears 
Of holy light in cheering gleams- 


Forth 
2. Tn. i. 9. Act n. 23, “ Rom xi. 23. © 1 
Cor. ü. 9. Dan, iv, 25. 1 Cor. xi. 6. © x 
Cox. xiti; 12. 1 John in. 2. f Rev. iv. 3, 5. 
 *® The ſpirit of de living crgatuce in the wheels 
Nek i. 19, 26 
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Forth from the $un of righteouſneſs 
Illuminate the holy place, | 


Eren the moſt hely Riad abode,! * : 75 40 


+» 


The eternal palace of our Gd; 


Where feaſting at his table we * a #14 

His glorious Son ſhall ever ſee A: 
Incarnate at the table head Ry | 
Us ſerving round with living bread b, 

And wine of everlaſting love i; 

Now by the co-eternal Dove. 


All qualify'd ſweets to digeſt 


Whereof bleſt angels never taſte ©; 

o wonderful reſult of things | 

Sin unto death which many ſtings | 
Now from our natures quite purg'd out l, 
And wonderful, we wheel'd about 

By wheels of rich free ſovreign grace 
Into this auguſt happy place ® : 

Where dignify*d to ſing God's praiſe 


In notes too high for angels lays a; 


Where deckt in glorious rich attire 
To which even they {hall ne'er aſpire 6, * 


With them in love we ever dwell P 


Through ages moe than tongde can tell; 
And in ſweet concert to heaven's King 
With them due praiſe unwearied ſing * 0 
8 Rev. xxi. 33. lia. Ix, 19. * John: vi, i 
Eph. i, 4. Mat. xxvi. 29. Rev. vit. 17. bu ii. 
.. Cor, xv. 56, 57, * Eph. wn. 125 John 


xiv. 2, EO n Rev. i 1. 5 6. 0 Rev, vii. I 4+ P Heb; 
Vt, 22. i John iv. 18. 4 Rev. * 11, 12, * 
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L A1 1 
Even throogh this long eternity | vs 
Which to deſtribe : *tis vain to try 5 
For in a word, beyond diſpute 
God's own co eval attribute. 
While he exiſts it likewiſe ſhall ; 
' Wherein we ever free from thrall; 
And fully of all good poſſeſt, 
Forever with the Lord ſhall reſt *, 
Or in words more emphatical, 
Wherein he'll be our All in all. 
O dying faint, what glorious views 
Thus haſt thou? Think what death enſes. 
On Jordan's brink whilſt thou doſt ſtand, 
From Piſga's top, this promis'd land, 
Thy faith's laſt act doth fully view, 
Whence to thy ſoul mult needs accrue 
Such {trength'ning ſtreams of influences 
As with unſhaken tonfidence, 
And hope which thee ſhall never fail; 
Thee animate death's dreary vale, 
However dark; to launch into : 
Than which thy fins no farther go 
Thee to moleſt ; than yonder ſhoar 
Thy faith and hope even is no more ! 
Thy handmaids theſe, their works now ceals 
Sight and fruition take their place, 5 
For having croſt the centre line 
Of this dark vale, th' eternal ſhine 
Of glory dawns to ſhow thee light 
Into theſe everlaſting bright a 5 
1 ) n Abodes 
r Rev. xKii. 3, 4, 5. 1 Cor, xv, 2g, 


mes. 


4s? 
* 
oF 
ik 
bs. y 
5 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* * 
mh 
"= 
,* 
1 
bs 
3 
kw i 
* #4 
"Is 
by” * 
11H 
* 
1 
AY 
1 
= - 
. 
% 
Wy 
"I, 
o 
ui 
br 
'L 
= 
1 
= * 
& & 
1 
ig 
YE 1 
+a 
* 1 
Y 
4 
* 
HH 
- 
"2 
x 
* 
— 
* 
1 
FE 
- 
1 


7 : 
” , 
x "Mn 
* 


2 


— — 


n 
- — * 1 . 


42 1 
avodin prepar'd for 4 repole. 
Now while dear friends thine eye · lids cloſe, 
Aloft *midi them deep drencht in tears, 
Thy ſoul, unſeen, ſome angel bears t 
Things great and glorious to poſſeſs ; 
'Thy lifeleſs duſt while they careſs, 
And finely deck with fellow elay 
L it is poſting faſt: away 
Through regions of an immenſe ſpace 
Uato its glorious reſting place. 
Where when arrived, with what ſurprize 
May it arround then caſt its eyes 
On all the wings angelic throng 
it welcoming them in among; by 
As alſo on the radiant; files | | 
Of ranſom'd ſouls with heavenly ſmiles 
It welcoming to take a place 
*Mong them all miracles of grace u. 
Thus gazing round in exta y 
With love inflam'd it muſt needs cry 
« Hail happy ſouls, ye courtiers bright 
« Of heaven all hail ; tranſporting fight ! 
« Q love eternally which glow'd 
In God's own breaſt * ;—on-me beſtow's ! 
4 O ſea of everlaſting 4 
*O boundleſs ocean thought above); 
«© Whence love in ſtreams guſht freely down 
« Which * mow hell could never drown * ; 


O love 
© Luke xxii. 22, u. Heb. xii. 22, 23 * 2 Tim, 
8 5 ! Eph. * hy I ** x. 8. John xvii, 


| 0 


C43 ] 
% O love ! to me which firſt wings gave 
«« To fly that I myſelf might ſave 
From all polluted ſinful things 
O love ! at laſt which thus me brings 
To feaſt on love and heavenly glore—— | 
Hail! life and love forevemore »! 
On pilgrimage while here below 
But for a moment,. throngh much woe 
Our leader to yonder bleſſed place 
May God grant his attractive grace: 
And praying thus may all intend 
His glory as their chieſeſt end. 
Now to the glorious Three in one 
Great Lord, Jehovab, Father, Son, 
And Holy Ghoſt, whoſe glory ſhines 
But faintly even in ſcripture lines, 
All power, dominion, glory, praiſe, 
. Henceforth upon the earth always 
By all let be aſcribed ; then 
For evermore in heaven — Amen. 


* Rev xii, 14 John vii. 24, 26, and 1 


Theſſ. iv. 17. 
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P O E M IL 
On the Day of Judgment . 


XPIRING ſaints, but for a while 
\ Your ſouls anticipate _ g 
The glories of the heavenly ſtate ; ; 
Be not diſconſolate | 
Tho' for a ſhort uncertain ſpace | As, 
'Your bodies moulder mult _ 4 
And by corruption mingled be i pL 
With their own fellow duſt; 


Or ſeaſted on by givers kinds 
Of crawling reptiles will , 
For rais'd they'l] be ; thus be ares 
Whoſe mouth ſpake never guile <. 
A moment hence the trumpet ſounds, | 
The trump of God moſt high; 
At whoſe majeſtic awful blaſt 
© Death's bolts ſhall open fly 65) 


What ſubterraneous motion then, | 
The filent tombs among 
What dreary factious irkſomneſs, 
When in a jullling throng 
* Vaſt heaps of rotten with'red bones, 
Jh he ſhaking ſoil below, | 


*. 1 The, iv. 13. b Job Xix, 26. © John vi. 
40. 1 Cor, xv. 51, 52. 9 


/ 


C. 48: Þ 
Disjoin „ and to their fellow bones 
Reſpecvely do gs 


And their own duſt, (O mighty power !) 
Theſe loathſome tombs within, 

Is crawling fait theſe bones to eloſe 

With finews, fleſn and ſkin f! 

Thus form'd a new the morning of 
The reſurrection day, 

Yon with your ſouls likewiſe again 
Enliv'ned are raight way. 


For lo forth from th' almighty throne, 
Out from the Lord molt high, 

Through all heavens hoſts a mighty voice, 
Saying thus, aloud doth cry, 

1t now is done! the ſecret grand 5 
Which hitherto conceal'd 

In God's own breaſt forever lay h 

Thus now at length's reveal'd. 


By this loud cry. thereof aſſur d 
Now from the heavenly glore 
Moſt ſolemnly Chriſt Jeſus ſwears 
That time ſhall be no more i, 
God's myſtery now being finiſhed e, \ 
His elect all compleat, | 
Through heaven theſe news th' arch angels ſounds . 1. 
In holy raptures ſweet, 


The. 


* 


* Ezek, xxxvil, 7. f Ezek. xxxvii. 8, © Rev 


17. W Mark xiti, 32, i Rev. . 6. k Rev, 


£ TY, | Rev, zi. 15, 2 
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The four and twenty elders fall 
Down proſtrate, and adore 
With holy anthems never ſung 
In heaven or earth þefore u. 
His prieſtly robes forever now 
Put off, his regal on; 
His royal train in readineſs, 
All waiting him upon; ; 


Th' omniſcient Judge, -your Saviqur dear 

And reconciled God 

In all heaven's pomp at laſt deſcends 
From his auguſt abode à. 

Surrounded with his couetiers beight,. 
How glorious then comes he? 
No ſoul nor angel him behind 

In heaven then left ſhall de 


Heaven's expanſe wideenlight'ned . 
The Sun of righteouſneſt, | 

With all his />ining morning fart! 
What mortal can expreſs _ 

The ſplendor of that glorious day . 
Of terror and of joy ? N 

of joy ineffable to you 

V hom t ſhall then apnoy. 


7 kingly power on this your laſt 
Compleat redemption day * * 
| 'hos 


m Rev. xi. 19, 16, 19, Pſal xcviil. 1. * 1 Theſſ 
iy. 16. Pſal, xvii, from ver, 6 19 16. Mat, zxv. 31“ 
32. Luke xx1, 28. 
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Thus to diſplay for yon he 'deigns ; 
Your huſband dear for gy 4 
Through yonder clouds thus glorious cotncs, 
Your Harbinger comes he; 
But terrible to wicked men 
Then ſhall his coming be. 


VVith vengeancecloth'd, and flaming fire 
Him burning round about *, 
Their foe he comes; and no more will 
Be ſilent, but ſpeak out © 
In anſwer to his dear faiats ſouls, | 
His altar from below, Tn 
Moſt fervently who to him cry'd 
Some thouſand years ago 


For vengeance on theit bloody foes. 
Their blood's avenger he, 

The Lion bold of Juda's tribe, 
Himſelf avows to be ®, 

O careleſs, Chriſtleſs ſinners think=— 
If not admoniſh'd now, 

The flood-gates of his wrath drawn up, 
No mercy then for [you 1 


From right to left you whit ling round 
The doiling eddy rolls, 


The whirlpit deep of God's wrath 
Then fwallows wy ann * | 
Like 


+ A " 2 Theff i. 
. xviil, 4, 5, 6. * 


* Ifa, liv. 5. 


7.8, 9. © PfAl.1, 3. v Rey 
Pſal. xxi. 9. 
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J 40 J 
Like faggots then of ſtubble dry 
Your bodies curſt ſhall be“ 
Not burnt, hut roſted as your ſouls 
In th' laming * 


Of God's hot ire. Tho”. bla 
May conſcience lull afleep, 

Through yotider ikies the voice that comes 
Shall break their ſſumbers deep. 

For loud and ſhrill God's trumpet blows 
The ſound all nature hears ; 

And all it's wide empire throughout 

Confuſion wild appears 


Preſaging that eternal wo 
Forthwith about to fall, 
By righteous judgment from Chriſt's mouth; * 
On goſpel ſlighters all, 
For unto them the nat'ral ſun, 
This golden lamp of light, 
In black pitch darkneſs quite involv'd 
Brings on eternal night 


The moon a lump of clotted blood *, 
The ſtars down tumbling faſt d; 
The roaring ſeas and claſhing waves 

Aloft like mountains caſt ©, 


. Hoarſe 


- Mat. iv, 1. * Mat xxiv. 29. Rev. vi. 12. 
Joel ii. 31. Ads ii. 20. d Rev, vi. 13. Luke 
XXV. 23+ . a - bY =. | 2 J 
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Mente rumbling Rods of earthquakes e 
Hills reeling to and fro 3 

Sulphurious, ſtifling, ſtinking teams 

Through chinks their feet below'* 3 


The craſhing noiſe of elements 
Now kindling into flame, 
The heavens above likewiſe on firs; 
| Yea, and all nature's frame f, 
To Chriſtleſs and ungodly. men 
A diſmal fight muſt be 
But ſuddenly while thus aghaſt 
They lights more dreadful ſee. 


Up through theſe clouds ſent from Chriſt's throws. 
Bright files of angels ſtrong 
With joyful ſhouts the righteous lead 1 
Them ſhrieking from among n 
Through fire and ſmoke — to air ferene i, 
| When they at Chriſt's right-hand 
Encompaſt round with ſeraphs bleſt᷑ · 
Safe from all danger ſtand &. 


e e 
Hell's gates do open fl, 
Whence forth in ſhouls th* dpofidte crew 1 
Yet chain'd do paſs them by Bu 
n 6 With 
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With fallen pride and ſpite enrag dy 


They following in the rere 
Along with theſe on Chriſt's left hand 
To Judgmens muſt appear. 


Oh dreadful and tremenduous day! 
Aweful to think upon 


A day when in the airy clouds 
About Chriſt's judgment throne, 


} 


shall erouded ſtand numberleſs hoſts . 


Of angels and of men, 


Of joyful-ſhouts and bitter ſhrieks 


What mixture ſhall be then; | 


Heard echoing from the gazing crouds | | 
In wonder and ſurprize? 

With joy the righteous ſhall be fla, 
But all who Chriſt deſpiſe _ 

With conſcious guilt z whence in ws 
Them to commiſerate 

And cover from th' impartial aus 
Deaf rocks they ſupplicate ", 


Their gloomy thoughts but to deſerve 
What mortal fully can, 

Or pungent ſtings of conſcience in 
When tares from wheat to fan 

in kingly majeſty their Judge 
Aſcends his lofty throne, 


- — 
— a 
a 


n Rev. vi- 16. Mat. iii. 12. 
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Whoſe umpirage that aweful day 
Dare to reſiſt ſhall none ® ; J 
For high and low muſt then account 4 
For all their evil deeds; A 
At this grand bar no advocate I 
For his rich client pleads. 1 
The judge upright impartially F: 
Juſt judgment will diſpenſe ; 1 
Impos'd upon he ſhall not be, a 
But all will recompenſe 1 
A 


According to what they have done 
Here, be it good or evil; 
Hence horror ſhall the wicked ſeize 
With their proud prince the devil. 
For when his books once opened are 
- Their conſcience freely ſpeaks; _ , 
Them to implead the Judge ſupreme | 
No abler plaintiff ſeeks, 


f With his book of rememb'rance then A 
It's book ſhall hold account; 4 
The balances in either will ; . ö : 
To the ſame ot amount 5 i 
Thus ſelf condemn'd, ſelf murderers, i | 
They muſt needs ſpeechleſs and; q 
Reluctant doubtleſs, yet obey _ v5 4 | 

They muſt his laſt command CY PT, 
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"Infernal rage will get free ſcope. 
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E. 20 
Depart ye curfl, 1 ſoul | rending an 


For ſinners to think on. 


No emblem ſure, can paint che ſcene 


When from th almighty throne 


we 


To drag theſe curſt awa' 


|; a Into their place of diſmal doom, 


Hell's Goep wide yawning ma. 


5 Depart ye cui: for devils dent. 


© Prepar” 4—, 0 galling knell v: 
Now from my preſence, cur} Gary 
With your curſt king to hell; 


: Hell! 2 Curſed place, curſt rendenee 


TY 


of a curſt company 3 
Of angels damn'd, and curſed men 


_ Curling eternally 1+ IRE 


Curſt exerciſe ! God blaſpheming 

Through curſed wild deſpair; 

Curſt dungeon dark; no pleaſant light, 
But curſt-pitch darkneG there, 5 

With ſable gleams of ſulphor mixt 
Which burning there doth „ h 

And wherein wicked profiigates 
 Continually muſt . a, 


Thus punißk d c. with dekroaen 
Vaſpeakable they'll be, 


f Fu UE: 0 


4 "7 : ” . of 8 . 1 . — bl * * 
P Mat. xv. 41. Rev. Mx. ao, 
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U : 53 5 J 8 
And baniſht from God's preſence wem 
Thro' all eternitie;; 
And from the. glory of his power 
In tophet, which of old | 
Ordained was; this curſed Pioss 
As facred truth hath told, | k 


Is deep and large, pil'd 211 wood. 'r 
Cumbuſtible, and fire 
Which God's breath like a trintons . bo 
Feeds burning in his ire: 
And where withal in ſpacious bowls oi r 
Of indignation ſtrong, _.. 
The fierywine of God's wrath, 
4 Eternity along. 4 
Full of all mixture they hall ik, . | 
All weltering together | Aude 4 
In fire and brimſtone priſen'd * 1 - nl 
With devils damn'd forever . | A 
Theſe wicked and ungodly men 1 
f Thus now become a prey ! 1 
To Satan's rage, to conſcience lings, 4 
And God's wrath for ay: 6 4 
The Judge viorious re-aſcends 4 
Up through the azure ſ x N * 
In glorious trinmph oer all his 91 oF 
Vato bogey on high. Sen 4 
2 ö 
X f a 4 
* 1s, xz, 33. * PhaL lav. G. 1 
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Of all his ranſbea's numerous hoſts - 

The van he thither leads ; e 26 8 
Where each a glorions en doth weary 5 

A eroun that never ws, | 
To crowns of ererkiins life 

With him they thither go, 
Where to the full joys them refreſh © 

Which ſhall forever flow | 
Forth from the preſence of the Fon”: 

In his auguſt abode, 
_ In fellowſhip with angels bleſt 
And their i incarnate God, $4 


To God the Father, God oh _ 
And God the Holy Ghoſt © 
Allelujas thund'ring ſound © 
Through tbe heavenly hoſt 
Harmoniouſly : yet angels 2 5 
Melodious tune to ſing 
The praiſes high peculiar to 5824 
The great alavghty King „ 
Shall not ſtrike in, to bigher a. r 
When ſaints ſcrew up their brings 
In praiſes of redeeming love, 
Moſt wonderful of things“ 
Love which theſe firſt born en e 
And Satan conſounded R 5520-26 | 
| Near 
t Rev. xix, 6, u Rev. vii. 11, 12. * Rev. vii. 
. 


1 
Near time's firſt dawn, when it reveal'd 
Was to our fed'ral Head ?, | 


Whence in proportion now accrues 
About the heavenly throne | 18 
On golden harps by ſaints unto , 
The glorious Three in one 
More glory, as the arduous work 
Of man's ſalvation "vat 3 N 
More difficult, and glorious was, | , L 5 
Than that of creation, 9 


1 


Here bleſt ſaints ever dwell, Js. 
Bleſt trophies of Chriſt's vitory SEES 
O'er Satan death and hell, FB . ö 
In everlaſting wedlock joinꝰd 13 
No to the glorious Lamb: ALE 
The Lord Jehovah happy fouls !' | TY 
Match'd with the great IAM! 


To all brides elſe how much unlike 2 - - 
Your laſt ſweet nuptial day 
Tho' now compleat, you ne'er caſt off 
Your wedding rich array |. 
Heavens beſt embroideries of gold * 
Booght with your huſband's blood 


You 
„ Gen. . 1. N. vi . Rev, 448. ). 
Pſal. alv, 13. $1, 8 | 9 
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| Lodg'd in bis ſplendid palace un * 
Built all of rubies fine d, 


- Whoſe walls re burniſh's gol, 
Infinitely outſhine © 


In his ſoft downie bed of love : 0 
Claſp'd ever in his arms, 

MNoſt tenderly by him careſt f | 

Quite raviſh'd with your charms IP 


Fir'd with a mutual flame of love 
Moſt vehement and keong b, h, 

Shall even eternity itſelf 
To you thus match'd ſcem ous F: 2 

No, ſurely : no; the ſubtile 
Shall never enter in | 

This paradiſe. you to-deeeive 
By tamp'ring more with ſin ! 


No angry gloom vecalian'd thenes . 55 e 


Shall evermore be ſeel ß 
To over-cloud your duſband' brow 

Or.ought elſe interveen "© 
To ſtanch the curtent of his love © 

From vou, or yours from n: ** 
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* 


d jahn vi: 35. » gib. e . 
en * tag. i. 6,  _—_— 


"— 65 7. 


1 ** * MR. . A 
voor 


1 57 1 


Ger bekvens high walls this to edi 
No fiend ſhall ever climb 8 
Bot here heaven's happineſs immenſe<. ___ + 
(God's plenitude by man 
Being in that glorious place poſſeſt xl) 
Portray no mortal can, | | 
Yet-what our dry cold ſhallow bedr 
Thus cannot comprehend, F 
With rev'rence may we ſtill admire, 
And earneſtly intend. 


Ran de b G ih the way 
That leads to ſo much joy; 

For by- paths all our courſe retard. 

May we then till employ X 

The moments few we bave to live Ys 
As points the goſpel plan, 

God's myſt ries all, lo then we'll have) - : 
Brernity to ſcan ! 


6 vs here to purge in love while He 
Some bitter drugs compounds l, 
And his corroſive ſalve applies 
To heal our bleeding wounds u 
May we as living members of 
Chriſt's body myſtical 
Through ſov'reign grace enabled U 
1 to digeſt ther gall u. , 
\ | . Thi 
i Rev. xxi. 2 « Eph, l. i. 1 fer; is; 15, 
- 0 Plal, IXXIix. = N James iv. A , * 
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Thus will our bitters into ſweets o, 
Our ſweets to bitter turn 1 
And theſe ſame bitters back to ſweets a : 
This Paradox who learn 
Of ſweets a cluſter , ſweets Feetly 
From bitters ſuckt among *, 


In luſcious draughts unmealurd quaff $ | 
Eternity along 
Mong radiant files of angels bright 
In theſe bleſt climes above t, 
Where Jeſus leads to forage in 
His verdant field of love u 
Now unto him who only is 
Alone omnipotent 


To keep from falls, and falling m man 
Quite blameleſs to preſent 


Before his glorious preſence there 


With ſup'rabundant joy , 

To him whoſe blood our daily _e 
Prevents us to annoy, | 
All power, dominion, glory, praiſe, 

Let be aſcribed then 9 2 
From age to age; eterftally 
Amen, yea and amen. 
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o Heb. xii. 11. Pſa), cxxxvi, 5. 7 Rom. vi. 28. 
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A SPECIMEN of bY Confeſion of the 
Faith of the Church of Scotland in Matte. 


CHAP. VIII. 


k ETFS) n „ 
N his eternal purpoſe: God | 
Was pleaſed to ordain * 
Jeſus his own begotten Son ®, 
Himſelf and man between, 
The Mediator great to bee, 2 . 
The prophet, prieſt and king 9, | 
The head and Saviour of his church © 
The heir of every thing, &c. f 
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HOSE whom God calls effectually, 
Hie freely them doth juſtify ; 
Not by infuſing righteouſneſs; 
But by an act of ſov'reign grace h, 
Sin pardoning, frees from its thrall i; 
As righteous be them withal *, | 
Accounts, accepts, . not, for works ** b 
By them, but for Chriſt's ſake alone n, * | 
| H 2 | CHA p. 
1 Pet. i. 20. > John ii. 16, © x. Tim ii. 5. 
6 18 22. Heb. v. 5. 6. Pſal. xx, 6. Eph. v. 
23. f Hleb. i. 2. * Rom. vii. 30. h Exod. xxxiii. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


HO hypocrites, and other men, 
'Vregen' rate, may ſtill deceive | | 
| Themſelves by falſe hopes, and carnal, 1 
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| Preſumptiong ſtrong, and ſo waa G 
| That they i in favour are with God, 

job And eſtate of ſalvation u; 

s W hope of theirs quite periſh tall, 

; Having no ſure foundation d, Sc. : 


CHAP. XXXII. 


Day God hath ordaig'd when * 
He will judge all mankind | 
By jeſus Chriſt in righteouſneſs, 
As h he of nt ordain'd ? „Ge. 


. A SPECIMEN of Eccleſiaſtes, 
CHAP, vil. 


< HAN precious eien, yea than . 
Even gold of Ophir fine; © 
Than oriental Jewels all 7 7" 
A gem more bright doth thine; 
And which far more than gorgeous robes 
"is dank eve, L LS 
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' 61 1 
Yea after death, refulgent AU, 
Embalms his memory. 
A good man of this gem poſſeſt, 
Him here it much avails 4, 
And in chat! irkſom dreevy Fray 
When grim death bim aſſails; 
Thence to him may ſuch thoughts occur, 
« Than that which life me gaxe, 
1% This day of death is hetter far; 
* Anon, beyond the grave, 
Thus forth 1 | launch from ſeas of woe 
« To ſeas of endleſs joy, 
Where none my good name mere {hall any 
or ougztt elſe me annoy.” 
2 Death here the end. of all men.is, 
* (Whoſe charge ſulpend mall none) | 
Which every f| ritual living man | 
Will ſeriou y think on. | 8 
For i it the houſe of mourning is | 
A-nobler prep'rative 
Than that of feaſting commonly 
Where men but thou ghtleſs live 
2 Than laughter i in the fealting b houſe 
True forrow's better far *, | 
By ſadneſs of the countenatiee 
Mens hearts oft changed are © 
Thus ſyropathizing with ſuch as 
Their dying friends ſand by 
In tears, themſelves they muſt bethink 
Thus * our own death draws nigh ; - 


66 For 
q, Lats 2, 4+ [la, iv; 11, 14, C 2 Cor. . 
10. £ © Neb, li, 24 14 
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0 62 1 
« For ſuch a change prepare us Lord, 
* Leſt unawares we be | 
„ Call'd hence while in a na'tral ſtate, 
« And ſtrangers are to thee.” 
4 Wherefore all wiſe and ſober men 
To mourning houſes go ba 
. Whereas vain light, and airy fools 
With eager haſte unto - 
Houſes of mirth and jollity 
Faſt hie, to feed upon 
such frethy vanities as draw 
Them from death thinking on x. 
5 A wiſe rebuke, thus reader from 
| The wiſeſt of mankind, 
Much better is by far to * x, 
Than ſoothing ſongs to iti 
Of flatt'ring fools; who for ſelf ends 
Thy follies wild applaud *, | 
And all thy taithful counſelors, 
As babblers vile degrade * ! 5 
6 The ſhort liv d merry life of fools ; 
To their aſtoniſhment, 15 
Like thorns crackling ſhorily ſhall , 
Blaze out; incontinent 
The glowing embers ſhall again 
Blaze up moſt furiouſly | 
In ſcorching flames, flaſhing upon | f 
| Their ſouls eternally ! Cc. 
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0 it os 12. * Ia. xxl. 13. | y Acts it, 37.1 
| Kings xz. 8. 1 Kings xai. 6, 1 Kings aß. 
24. ; 5 | 
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CHAP, Xi. 


A Lihtfome proſperous merry life Co. | 
To thee, voluptuous man, | 
Is truly fweet, yea taking too; 
But death is in thy plan! 
2 If thus through life thou revel on, 
Remember at the laſt 
Thy days of darkneſs many ſhall 
be, and are coming faſt. 
3 Well —! O young man in fluſh of youth 
Thus chearfully live on?!!! 
Thy luſting heart Rill gratify, 
Death never think upon: 
Thy wanton and laſcivious eyes 
Let them be panders to b 


Thy lewdneſs all: for certain, thus, 
Yet notwithſtanding know : 


That God to judgment thee ſhall bring; 
When theſe thy follies ſhall 
As living furies thee torment 
Through ages eternal ?! 
4 Therefore young man in time refrain | 
From all thy filthineſs; _ 
Thy youthful rage peedy 
And fleſhly wantonneſs, 
Which drag thee on to actions full 
Of all impuritj; | 


1 


For 
'* Luke xv. 13. Þ 28am. U. 2; 4. © Rev. Bi. 
1 . | 


} 
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Wala bee paſt and youth flies 6 
Swift wings of vanity, 


4 


P : 
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CH A P. XII. 


Emember thy Creator in 
Thy blooming youthful prime; 
Tobe acquainted with thy God 5 
- Now is the proper time; 5 
Before the evil days and years 5 
- Approaching faſt draw on, 
| When age ſhall thee tonftrain to ſay 
| In them my pleaſure's gone. 
2 Before the ſun, the light, the moon, 
And ſtars, but dark to thee _ 
Shall ſeem, thro* dimneſs of thy fight; 
; Suppoſing ſtill to ſce 8. 
The elouds returning after rain, | 
The ſkies dark do appear, . 
Which, when the rain is paſt, anon She's 
Do commonly turn clear, 
or by an allegory thus, 
Our vigorous youth this ſun, 
Our noon of age this light may be, 
Declining years this moons: 
Decrepit old age theſe twinkling ſtars 
May fitly repreſent; 
Thus gradually our na'tral frength 
Decays; incontinent 
The clouds peculiar to this age 
Condenſe 1 "ET 3 


Pg 
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or | 
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One ſhower of trouble paſt, a cloud” FB 


Then darkens preſently, _ 
= The day when' of thy body frail * 
The members all ſhall tremble 
By ſhaking palſies, and gout-pains 
Which torturing racks reſemble; 
And thy ſtrong limbs, grown weak, bow dowh 
Supports to lean upon; 
Thy grinders ceaſe, now mouldering, 
In number few, or none; - 
Thy lookers at the windows out, 
Once as the chryſtal clear, 
Quite darkned be, and ghaſtly like 
By meager looks appear.  - © 
4 And thy lips in the ſtreets b be ſhut _ 
| Thy voice but ſounding low; 
And reſtleſs on thy bed, for eaſe 
| Riſe when the cock ſhall row. 
When ſongs of ſweeteſt muſic ſhall + 
No longer charm thine eur; 
Or, now thy organs thereof fail'd, 
Men will thee hardly hear. 
3 When, breathleſs, thou afraid ſhalt be 
To mount up plates High; 
Juſt cauſe of ſtumbling in thy way, | 
And fears thou ſhalt deſery: 1 
When thy head like the almond tree 
With gray hairs flouriſh fall, 9 
6 © 21 re And 


Job iv. 19. Þ Pal, cali, 3. the dba which 
dpen or ſhut the way that leads into. the ſtreets or 
common paſſages of the body. © 2 Sam. xix, 35; 
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t 66 1 
And like the with'red locuſt dry 
Now in thy features all, | 
A burden to thyſelf thou'lt be, 
And thy defire ſhall fail, LY 
Deſire of all vain worldly things f 
Which nothing now avallIl. 8 
Becauſe thou art about to go | 
To thy long laſting home, Fr. 
When in proceſſion mourners hear d ) 
About the ſtreets ſhall roam, 
6 Before the {il ver cords of life 
4 Thy nerves and finews all _ 
Be loos'd ; thy pia mater break, 
Thy brain's thin brittle wall 
or golden bowl here fitly nam'd : ch 
The pitcher broken be, . RES | \ 
Thy liver pipes conveying Blood * 
Nov moſt miraculouſly - TY 
Into the heart, the — ge. | e 
Thy motion animal; 
And ere the wheel ſhall * be, 
Which ſome Horta callf; | N 
The ciſtern at; a cavity K+ We,” 
* Within the heart which „ | 
Where wheeling on this artr'y ſtill, 
A watch - ſpring like, ſupplies . 6 
ES my % a "> EW * i 4 We Al 


1 1 
67.50 


SY 


5 * Thei inner ſoft RS: that infolds the brain, 
whereof there are two. 
F A great artery having'its riſe in the mitt of the 
' heart and maintains all the other ie with 16755 
a ſpirits, oh. | vx 
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* 


e 
All art'ries elſe with vital blood; 
When wheeling this gives o'er, 
The grand machine is motionleſs 

And lo! thus man's no more. 


The ſoul inviſible to get 
Its ſentence poſts away; 
w hile neareſt friends difconſolate 
| Weep o'er the lumpiſh clay, G. 
— - — — — — 
A SPECIMEN of the Song of Solomon 


in Metre. 
CHAP. u. Begins with. the wn 5 Reply 
' to the Praiſes beſtou d on him be the me in ber 
aft Speech. | 
| * 


ELOV' D! 1 m Sharon's blooming * 
And lilie of the valley, whofe 
FPragrant perfumes ſtill thee ſhall grace, 
And qualify, me to n. 
| a 
As lilie white planted among A We 
Rough thorns, ſharp with —— 3 | £20 
Mong daughters all ſo ĩs my love, + 2 2 
More comely than the turtle dove. | 
PET: 5 III. % | 
f The Brides Reply 
Sweet Charmer! as the apple tree | 
Among thoſe in the wood- that be, 
So my beloved is among 
The fans, * * with * fag. 
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Vader his ſhadow 1 did veſt . 


With pleaſure great, and to m taſte.  - 
His fruit was ſweet beyond compare, 


Yea wholeſome too, $6 do is faix, 


IV. 2 
Into the houſe of banqueting BET 
Full fraught with love he did me brings 
His banner o'er me too was love, 


Which, like bimſelf, will cond prove. 


) 


Stay me with flaggons of rich We 
And with ſweet apples of ſalace 
Me comfort ſoon, for truly 
Am ſick of love, and like to die. x 
VE. hs 5 
Vugrateful 3 now ſhould T complain ? - | 
Such fervent love was never ſeen, 
My love —— ; who flumbers not, nor lehr 
Under my head his left hand keeps, 
And his right-hand's ſoft ſweet embrace 
Un love imparts with heavenly grace. 
Vn. 
o daughters of Jeruſalem + 


| Quench not, I pray, the glowing flame 


Ye loving friends, or ſubtile foes. 

I charge you by the hinds and roes, 

See that ye Rir nat up my love ; 

Nor wake him till 2 — to move. 
oni. : 

But hark! my beſt beloved's voice ! 

10 hear the 1 —! how N 


Vat | 
* 
„ 50 * J 


% 


* 


e 

Behold he comes leaping upon 
The mountains high, and ſkipping on > = 
The hills, yea o'er both ſez and laud ;3* =1> 
No obſtacles ſhall him withſtand, = "x 

IX; 1 | 13 
My beſt Belov'd is like a roe, FEY 4 
Or youthful loving heart: ſor la 
He ſtandeth ſtill behind our wall, 1 
Waiting till in we on him call; 
Yea at our windows he looks = 
When by the door he cannot win; 
Here to withſtand while fin accrues, 
Himſelf he through the lattels ſhews ! 
Thence my Belov'd in love with me, 
Thus with a charming voice ſpake he, 
% Ariſe dear love, and come away, 
My fair one haſte, make no delay. 

XI. 


For lo the winter s paſt and 1 | | 
& The rain is over: and anon, > * 
XII. 


60 vpon the earth the flowers appear, 

© And now the ſeaſon of the year e 

e Is come, when birds do chirping ſing | ho] 

Ihe beauties of the verdant ſpring z | 

© The turtle's voice now in our land |» 

i heard; come love, reach me thy hand, 
* XIII. 

© The fig tree alſo, her green figs, 

„ The ſryitful vine, her tender ſprigs, 
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I 70 1 
** In ſhoots put forth ; the goodly ſmell 
« Of grapes new form'd doth ſavour well; 


Ariſe my love, and come away; 3 


My fair one . make no delay.“ 

XIV. 6 
3 The B SS; affettionate Reply. 
My charming dove, O thou that art | 


Ia rocky clefts thyſelf apart, 


And in the ſecrets of the ſtairs, : 
Where none but thou thyſelf repairs, 
Let me ſee thy fair countenance, 


f 


Full fraught with love thy am'rous glance 


Doth thee beſpeak; my lovely dear 
Thuy voice thus always let me hear, 

For it is ſweet (look not a ſcance) 
And comely is thy countenance, Oc, 


A PATHETICAL R with - 
the Kev. Mr, —— Miniſter * the Were 
t 
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RE v D. Sin, | a 
F it be a received maxim that every tranſgreſion 
| againſt the great law of morality and charity is an 


hainous crime both in the ſight of God and all good 
men; and, if in private liſe there can be nothing ſo 


t 


— 


unygenerous as to keep up a converſation, at the ex- 
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denk of our neighbours good name, how _ and 
criminal muſt it be, to tranſmit falſe * and cha- 
racters to poſterity? ? But — 5 

Alas, ſuch is the frailty and eiliitucon of man= |} 
kind in general, that even the very beſt, the wiſeſt. 4 
the moſt diſcreet, complaiſant, and pious; have their 'H 
failings, prejudices, and paſſions like other men, 
which K times, upon the ſlighteſt provocation, are 
ſo very prevalent. and imperious, that the ſtrong- 
eeſt reaſon, the ſublimeſt virtue, yea even innocence 

itſelf, are not proof againſt the aſſaults of their pei- 
vate reſentment, degenerating into revenge: 

Thus, Sir, abſtracting from the melancholy ex- 
perience of our own day, have we not very many 
affecting accounts from the hiſtory of former times ? 
What unnatural rents and diviſions have not ſudden 
heats, a fiery zeal ſmooth'd over with the plauſible 
pretence of genuine concern for the public good, or 
the intereſt of religion, and triflling prejudices thence 
ariſing thus produced: how many pens, like ſo ma- 

ny flies friſking over the man's whole ſkin to mizzle «| 

in his ſores, have thus been ſet a ſcribbling ? 1 

As for lying ſtories they may be forgotten, but for 
perſons of reputed probity and veracity” wilfully to 
record falſchoods againſt any good or innocent man in | 

| 


LY "BIT 
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order to inſnare the bebef of poſterity concerning 

him when mouldering in the duſt, branding his me- 

mory with infamy which is no longer in bis power 

to wipe off, to every honeſt heart, upon ſerious re- 

flection, conveys ideas ſo very ſhocking that it is ſim- 
© Ply impoſſible to paint them out in words: and from 
this one conſideration, matter of the greateſt Jam- | 


wins "mes; 3 
veakneſs and depravity of human nature in general, 
but more eſpecially on account of the injury that is 
thereby done to truth whoſe intereſt we ought not N 
- humorouſly to ſacrifice to the gratification either of 
our own prejudices, or to theſe of the wr and 
neareſt relations on eartn. 

' Revd. Sir, The aſtoniſhing latitude you as a leading 
member in your Pr y lately thus aſſumed, as it 
concerned myſelf, 1 ſhall not fo much as touch at; 
only, as the Lords of 22 found cauſe fmnpliciter ts 
Juſpend the whole of your humourous procedure then 
againſt me, | think a regard to their ſuperior 
decifion' ſhould now move you to raze out all the 
infamous aſperſions which ſtand recorded in your 
 eccleftaltic regiſters as flurs on my character.. 
But; Dear Sir, as I verily believe, the glory. of God 
the cauſe of truth, the intereſt of religion and that 
of ſociety in general, then were, and yet are, ſuffer · 
bers by your procedure, i humbly preſume you will 
patiently bear with theſe few following obſervations 
by way of reproof and admonition thereon; and, as 
from a regard to your character I have addreſt you | 
under the deſignation of ——'I hope you will not 
fuſpect me of being prompted. by any other motive 
than the love of truth, which, upon reflection, I am 
eonvinc'd, your own: conſcience mul bear * wit ⸗ 
hiefs, you then greatly injur d. | | 
About a month ago, at the e e * 70 
ere, 1 heard you preach up 3 
: 1 


* 
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8 gence as a principal cauſe, among ſome others, why 


religion now a- days is ſo little in repule. 
But, Dear Sir, what end doth it ſerve to rip up a 


grievance, and contribute — towards * re- 


moval. 
During their teaching hours, ſchool- . are ſo 


hurried with a multiplicity of other inſtructions that : 


they have no ſuch ſpare time on hand as the inſtil 


ling of religious principles would require; ſome o 
them perhaps are not duly qualified for ſuch au of- 
fice; and, (fy! ſhame !)- their ſcanty incomes, hard- 
ly ſupplying them with the common neceſſaties gf 


life, how are they to be furniſhed in books for their 
own private ĩnſtruction previous to their undertaking 
this ſo very requiſite, but too much ſlighted, branch 


of the miniſterial function, eſpecially among the youth. 
in ſchools, in a conſcientious diſcharge whereof, the. 


ſucceſs of the miniſtry among thoſe of riper years 
doth chiefly depend, 


Dear Sir, did I fee you as faithful 5 in Abe 
this neceffary branch of your duty as you are earneſt 


in applying for additional ſtipend ; or (this ſeeming-. 
ly being a drudgery below your dignity, at a. me- 
dium the amount of your yearly income is now about 
ten times equal in value to that of your ſchool-ma- 
ters) did 1 ſee you ſocharitably diſpoſed as to allocate 
five or fix pounds ſterling out of your affluence year- 


ly as an additional ſalary to them for ſpending daily 


an hour extraordinary in theſe religious exerciſes, L 


would readily believe your pulpit exclamations rela... 
zive to your apparent concern for $6; religious educa- 


7 
Ml} 
Vi 


* . 


tx 


tion of youth and the _ of religiog unaffected 
and ſincere. ä 


But contrcari- vi your wealth increaſing, while 
I ſee your diligence in the exerciſe of this principal 
branch of your office, proportionably decreaſing, 
your miniſterial function in all reſpects moſtly con 
fin'd to the pulpit on the Sabbath, and the public 
ſervice even of that holy day apparently hanging as 


a heavy burden on your hands, I'm tempted to think 
that many of your declamations, eſpecially ſuch as 
concern the education of Jon, are wy mere farce 
and affetFation, | 

'Tis true the general afembly of. the church of 


Scotland, conſidering of what importance it would 


be to the intereſt of religion, and of ſociety in gene- 
ral, to have the youth duly and properly taught, 


have paſt many laudable acts injoining preſbyterial 


viſitations of all parochial ſchools, at leaſt twice a 
year, for enquiring into the behaviour of ſchool- 


maſters, their methods of teaching, and the profi - | 


ciency of their ſcholars; for commending, admo- 


niſhing, or even cenſuring, as they, in er 


with truth, ſhould find cauſe, - 
" Theſe acts, Dear Sir, were made nals * put in 


execution when ſtipends were moſtly a third part leſs 
than they now are; but as theſe Preſbyterial viſitati- 


ons, to the beſt of my information, within the bounds 
of your preſbytery during theſe thirty years paſt, 
have altogether gone into diſuetude, 1 aſſure you, 


vas it in my power to influence the Lordi of ſeſton, 


that in lieu thereof, your non ſhould be 
elog'd 


— 

% 
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. 
elog'd with a day's catechizing weekly i in the ſchools , 
and, thus were you at due pains in ſowing the ſeeds 
of Chriſtianity and means of grace into the tender 
and pliant minds of the youth, religion would again 
come into repute, and your work for the future be- 
come eaſy ; for inſtead of continually plowing up an 
old, barbarous, hard and ſony ſoil, thus from time 
to time you would have little more ado than a gen- 
tle watering of the ſeeds then ſown, and a pleaſant 
reaping of them in your ſubſequent harveſts of ca- 


techizing. 
But, Dear Sir, tho' the general aſſembly by their . 


acts above mentioned have in ſome meaſure thus pro- 
vided for the inſtruction of the youth, and tho' Pro- 
vincial Synods at their annual meetings call preſby- 
teries ſolemnly to an account of their obedience to 
theſe acts, alas with what conſcience is this impor- 
tant truſt and necefſary duty diſcharged : or rather, 
with what conſcience do you anſwer Synods i interro- 
gatories relative thereto ? | 
In the records of the very rev. Synod of Perth 
October 16th 1764, whither I had appeal'd for a 
review of your ſentence, of depoſition againſt me, 
your own anſwer as the mouth of your Preſbytery | 
to theſe i interrogatories I refer you unto as a ſpecimen 9 
of the uſual ingenuity of your annual replies to theſe | 
Synodical interrogations, 
Ah Sir ! Let them be either totally quaſkt, or let 
anſwers be given unto them in a conſiſtency with 
truth. For as then in open Synod I found myſelf 
conſtrained in conſcience to contradict 1 58 1 now 
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N lock upon myſelf as yet alſo bound i in conſcience to 


ar witneſs and teſtimony againſt it in the molt 
public and folemn manner. 


However trifling you may deem my obſervatioiis 


concerning theſe anſwers, I verily believe there i is a 
myſtery of iniquity attending them, 


To {22 a miniſter of the goſpel call'd up and ſo- 
lemnly interrogate at the bar of ſuch a venerable 


court conſtitute in name and authority of his great 


Lord and maſter either by a bowing of the head, or 
ſuch articulate expreſſions as you then utter'd, impoſ- 
ing a belief of what he in his own conſcience is fully 
convinc'd to be poſitive falſhood, in my judgment, 
Lavours not a little of down right perjury | 
Thus, inſtead of | promoting the education of youth 


and the intereſt of religion, as well as that of ſociety 
in general, have you not an active hand in ſupprel- 
n 


Thus in à great meaſure are you not accountable 
ſor what loſs the youth may have ſuſtained through 
ſchoolmaſters negligence ; and, thus, in particular, 


are you not in a great mzaſure chargeable with the 


many evils which lately abounded in this Pariſh ? 
When the hamorous complaints relative td my ne- 


leg of duty and ſeverity of diſcipline. were firſt ta- 


bled before you, had you comply'd with my repeat- 
ed petitions for a Preſbyterial viſitation, I ſhall pre- 
Tame to ſay the ſinful impoſition of upwards of fifty 


© oaths might have been prevented, differences amica- 


' bly removed, and upwards of as many guineas fav'd 
. to your oon favourite party and me: but here 
Near; J. | . „ 
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i ſhall break off, may the remembrantt of kadar 


evils whereby we have all ſuffered ſo much, teach us 


to be more circumſpect for the future; only a word 


or two relative to your impoſition of ſo many unne- 


ceſſary oaths, and | have done. 


By caſting your eyes on your Preſbytery's records 
of that memorable day March 27th, 1764, where at 


the firſt inſtance no fewer than twenty nine of theſe 


oaths (and all your own dition) were raſhly impos'd. 


you may ſee your queſtions were propos'd in ſuch 


captious and general terms as would have confound- 


ed the moſt cautious and eircumſpe& witneſs on 
earth to have fram'd exrempore replies. Alas Sir! 

What perſon of the ripeſt judgment, and quickeſt 
difcernment, could upon oath have given immediate 
anfwers to ſuch general and unlimited queſtions as 
there are recorded? For your own ſerious confi- 
dzration, a ſpecimen of them 1 ſhall here verbatim 
tranſcribe as put to two witneſſes, | | 

«« Did Mr, M* farlane give the proper attention to 
« his ſchool while you was at it? Whether or not 


did he give you proper attendance and inſtruction 


in arithmetic when you was at it?“ 


| And now, 
O Sir, upon ſerious reflection, what may you think, 


not only of the abſurdity of propoſing ſuch anan- 


ſwerable queſtions to ſcholars, but more eſpecially of 


pour requiring ſuch veplies thereto: as: they would 
anſwer to God for at the greatday of judgment. 


"4 Did he give * 71 65 mn inſtruc- | 
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Doth i not the natural import of theſe unlimited ex- 
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preſlions i in the queſtion imply an impollbility of an- 
ſwering it either poſitively or negatively i in the ſame 
extenſive latitude as propos'd, without being in ſome 
ſeuſe involved in the guilt of perjury *? ? 

For, the perſon's receiving inſtruction undeniably 
preſuppoſeth his i ignorance of what he was inſtructed 
in, and conſequently in no ſenſe whatſoever could 
he be judge either of the propriety or impropriety of 
the inſtructions given him. Let me aſk you, Sir ; 
would you venture to riſque the orthodoxy of your 
own inſtructions, or your due and proper. attention 
to the work of the miniſtry to the judgment of a few 
favourite evidences pickt up by the diſaffected ftick- 
lers in your own Pariſh ; what opinion would you 

not have of a church eee who would ſuſtain 
their depoſitions relative thereto as a ſufficient ground 
for finding you altogether unqualified any longer.to 
execute the office of your miniſterial functions? 

Again, as to the article of my alledged ſeverity i in 
diſcipline your procedure being equally impertinent, 
I ſhall alſo verbatim tranſcribe a few of your queſti- 
ons as put to the witneſſes, and refer to your own 
— conſideration the impolũbility of Os 
them upon oath, 

« Did you when a boy at the ſchool of Port up- 

© wards of twelve years ago ever ſee Mr. M* farlane 
« Ke any of his ſcholars violently ? Did you while 
« at the ſchool of Pant, ten years ago ſee him at 


_ « any time uſe his ſcholars barbarouſſy? When at 


1 2 M' en. 8 a0 in Port twenty years ago, 
AT sten! BY « whether 


10 whether or not did he beat yourſelf or auy e 
« of his ſcholars to exceſs? Did you when at the 


* ſchool of Port about twenty years ago fee Mr. 


„M“ farlane uſe his ſcholars badly? 
Alas ! Dear Sir, how ſtumbling was it to hear a mi- 
niſter of the goſpel who has the charge of fouls com- 


mitted to his care, propoſing ſuch unanfwerable quit | 


tions to witneſſes upon oath ? 

Was it poſſible for them in a moment to. recolle& 
their memories as to what they might have ſeen at 
ſach a diſtance of time when children at my ſchool ; 


or rather, what judgment could ow have formed of | 


my diſcipline at ſo tender an age ? 

Are there not different degrees of violence, nic; 
rity and exceſs ? Was the import of theſe expreſſions 
to be aſcertain'd upon oath by ſuch ideas as their 
_ childiſh ages might have form'd concerning their 
own, or ſchool-fellows, chaſtiſements ? Thus Sir 
was you not fiſhing in very drumbly waters; do you 
think they could according to Jer, iv. 2. ſwear in 


truth in judgment and righteouſheſs? or, according 


to Puffendorf's deſcription of an oath®, if they « could 
* with a clear conſcience renounce God's mercy, or 


© impreicate his vengeance upon themſelves as they 


© ſhould tell the truth,” leave it with Jour own con- 
ſcience to judge. 
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toxeligioſ:, qua divinam 
e miſericodiam renunciamu 


nos depoiggius, niſi verum dicamus. 
ks | P . de officio Jurartiun. 
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Now Sir in 8 to e with TY Preface, 


5 maybe, in ſome meaſure, uſeful to Synods, Preſby- 


5 teriet, teriet, and heri 
conduet i in No i. 


in \ for e their 


Allow me to ps my 1 account of 
the reaſons of my ſoſpenſion i in their firſt memorial to 


the court of ſeſſion, and likewiſe- the laterlo ocutor 


| paſt thereupon as $ recorded i m their ae p petiti. ; 
on to that excluſive juriſdi con now claim d in virtue 


of the act of Parl. 1696, and by A majority of voices 


in your Synod got aſcerxain d. either with. or with 


> out the concurtenge of heritars, . over all _ 


= maſters within their bounds. 


— 


The reaſons of ſuſpenſion e into N '7 17% 
That the Preſbytery have no power to juff ct fo bigh a 
puniſhment as;tota}. deprivation : 24%, that tho” the 
heritors havea right to ſupply in caſe of a Vaenney; , 


| yet, after the office is fl 'd, they, have no power to 


geprive for any walverfation : abd 3dh, that there 
is here no proof tq ſupport the ſentence. 


5 L 


Upon the {uſpeoſiong the Interlocutor i is 1 the 


following words, by Upon the report of Lord Barjar 8. ' 


and having 
* ſuſtain the reaſops of ſuſpenſion, and alpen g 
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adyis'd. the mutual memorials they 
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